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Fears grow over 
human trafficking 

Rise in number of sexual 
and domestic slavery cases 


North & West edition No 727 


NEWS 


Get on your 
bikes and ride 

Nationwide bid to boost cycling is 
being launched in the county 



Its- 

the wait is over 


' 


How the county’s pupils 
fared in their exams 



BILL KENWRIGHT PRESENTS 


The Shawshank Redemption 

THE A stage adaptation of the nation’s favourite movie. 

MARLOWE MON 12 - SAT 17 SEP rfcJtS* 

THEATRE marlowetheatre.com (bkgfee) 01227 787787 (bkg fee) 





Isn't it time for a new garage door 
New Roller Garage Doors 
Probably the Lowest Prices 
in the UK by a Mile 

AT ROMAN GARAGE DOORS 
SEEING IS BELIEVING AND 
YOU WILL BE AMAZED WHEN 
YOU SEE THIS GARAGE DOOR!!! 



All doors come as standard with: 

• Top quality remote control system and 2 
keyring handsets 

• Internal manual override to open in the 
event of a power cut 

• Exclusive digital technology safety laser 
beam system covering entire opening 

• All doors conform fully to EU safety 
directives and CE marking 

• White as standard, rosewood and light oak/ 
beech woodgrain colours also available 

• Extremely secure auto-locking system. 12 
month manufacturer warranty 

• Bottom rubber weather seal 

• The most compact and unique remote 
control roller door on the market 


Call 01708 251 063 
www.romangaragedoors.co.uk 
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Be safe at the seaside by 
respecting sea’s powers 


SCHOOL holidays and superb 
summer weather have seen many of 
us heading for some of the beautiful 
beaches our county is blessed with. 

Be it a day trip or a week or two, a 
visit to the seaside is on every kid’s 
agenda once the summer holidays 
begin. 

It’s seen as a place to have fun and 
go a little wild, and the air around all 
beaches is filled with shouts, 
laughter and shrieks as youngsters 
splash and crash around in, on and 
near the sea. 

But events at beaches around the 
country this summer have seen the 
shouts and shrieks of joy turned into 
shouts and shrieks of anguish. 

The more than a dozen tragic 
deaths are a reminder of the power of 
the sea and our innate ability to 
deliberately forget the power of 
Mother Nature. 

We all know the power of the sea: 
We’ve all stood with just our feet in 
the water and felt ourselves being 
moved forwards and backwards by 


the waves. Anyone who has ever 
taken a dip in the sea will have at one 
time or another been pushed under 
by the waves or found themselves 
tossed on to the beach like a rag doll. 

The sea is not at fault, we are. We 
have forgotten to respect it. 

There will, unfortunately, 
continue to be tragic accidents. The 
unpredictable nature of the sea 
means inevitably and sadly some 
people will be caught out. 

But for those who don’t respect the 
waves and the tides, all the life¬ 
guards in the world won’t help them. 

We are an island nation, the sea 
plays a huge part in our national 
identity and yet we seem to think it’s 
a summer plaything, a benign 
creature there for our amusement. 

Let us hope the events of recent 
weeks will bring things back into 
balance and that everyone will enjoy 
their seaside trips but be wary of the 
tides and the waves. 

Enjoy your bank holiday weekend 
and, above all, take care. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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AUCTION 


Five Day Sale - 138 Lots 

12 September • Covering Essex, North and East London 

13 September - Sussex and Surrey 

14 September - Kent and SE London 

15 September • West Country 

16 September - Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
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View Lots/download catalogues at cliveemson.co.uk 
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‘Lifeguards could have 
saved my brother’s life’ 



By Tom Pugh 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


THE younger brother of the former 
Bexleyheath Academy student who 
tragically died off the East Sussex 
coast earlier this week has 
slammed authorities for not having 
a lifeguard on duty. 

Nitharsan Ravi, 22, has been 
named locally as one of the five 
men who lost their lives at Camber 
Sands, alongside Inthushan Sri, 

23, Kurushanth Srithavarajah, 26, 
and brothers Kobi Nathan, 21, and 
Ken, 19. 

It is believed the group of friends 
were on a day-trip from London. 

According to his Facebook page, 
Mr Ravi attended the Bexleyheath 
Academy before going on to study 
at the University of Brighton. 

Mr Ravi’s younger brother, 
Ajirthan, 19, said his sibling died 
after trying to rescue two of his 
friends who had become trapped 
beneath the water. 

“Ken and Inthushan got stuck in 
water,” he said. 

“So what they do is the three 
boys try to save them.” 

He said attempts failed and Mr 
Srithavarajah was brought out 


first and declared dead straight 
away. 

“My bro and Kobi had heartbeats 
and managed to survive for a few 
minutes but after first aid they 
couldn’t recover,” he added, 
claiming both died within 15 
minutes after being pulled from the 
water. 

“There wasn’t any lifeguards 
cruising around, because they 
would have quickly noticed these 
boys drowning, and could have at 


least saved their lives.” 

Mr Ravi’s family said they felt 
“very angry” at the lack of 
response from the authorities 
following the death of another 
man, Brazilian Gustavo Silva Da 
Cruz, 19, at Camber last month. 

The father of Erith brothers Ken 
and Kobi Nathan also voiced 
criticism, saying if there were 
lifeguards on the beach his sons 
may have survived. 

Satthiyanathan Arumukam, 51, 


told The Sun: “I brought my 
children from Sri Lanka because it 
is not safe back there. 

“But there were no lifeguards on 
the beach where they died. If there 
had been, my sons would have at 
least had a fighting chance of 
survival.” 

Council officials say temporary 
lifeguards will be deployed this 
bank holiday weekend at Camber 
Sands, near Rye, to “reassure the 
public and advise on safety”. 


Police urge authorities 
to hand over suspects 
of Ayia Napa stabbing 


POLICE in Cyprus have asked 
authorities in the breakaway 
Turkish Cypriot north to hand over 
two suspects in the killing of a 
Dartford man and the serious 
wounding of another Briton 
in the island’s coastal resort 
of Ayia Napa. 

George Low, 22, was stabbed to 
death earlier this month after a 
scuffle, in an attack that his family 
said had left them “numb”. 

Turkish Cypriot official Hakki 
Celal Onen told The Associated Press 
the request would be considered after 
the two suspects, Mehmet Akpinar, 
22, and Sali Ahmet, 42, have been 
tried in a Turkish Cypriot military 
court on charges of trespassing into 
a military area. 

The trespassing charges stem from 
the two men allegedly crossing into 
the north at least twice from areas 
other than the seven checkpoints that 
regulate pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic through the 120-mile United 
Nations-controlled buffer zone that 


cuts across the island. 

Cyprus police said the two suspects 
are believed to have fled to the north 
and out of their reach shortly after 
the attack on August 14. 

Akpinar’s 48-year-old Greek 
Cypriot girlfriend told police during 
questioning that Akpinar admitted 
to her that he and Ahmet committed 
the stabbings after scolding the two 
Britons for urinating in public. 

Cyprus police are treating the 
stabbings as premeditated and 
attempted murder. 

Cyprus has been divided along 
ethnic lines since a 1974 Turkish 
invasion in the wake of a coup 
aiming at union with Greece. 
Authorities in the internationally 
recognised Greek Cypriot south do 
not recognise and have no control 
over the north and cannot make 
arrests there. 

According to local sources, 
Akpinar is a Turkish national and 
Ahmet is believed to be a Bulgarian 
national. 


Six men quizzed after being 
rescued from Channel boat 


HALF a dozen suspected migrants 
were found in a small boat in the 
English Channel on Thursday. 

Coastguards were alerted to the 
vessel off the Kent coast at around 
5.40am before scrambling the 
Lydd-based search and rescue 
helicopter and the Border Force 
cutter, HMC Valiant. 

A Home Office spokesman said: 
“Six men were recovered from the 


boat and are due to be interviewed 
by Border Force officers.’ ’ 

Meanwhile, Kent Police shot 
down claims by the right-wing EDL 
Coastal Patrol that it is working 
alongside the force to' ‘protect our 
shores”. 

‘ ‘We only work with partners 
such as the Border Force, Coast¬ 
guard and RNLI when it comes to 
policing our coastline,’ ’ police said. 


Dealer jailed after cocaine 
worth £200k found in car 


A DEALER caught with two kilos of 
cocaine in his car whilst driving 
along the A249 near Sittingbourne 
has been jailed. 

Nicholas Bubb, 26, of Esparto 
Way, South Darenth, admitted he 
intending to sell on the class-a 
drug, worth around £200,000 after 
being stopped by police at around 
3pm on June 23. 

Inside his car, officers found the 


cocaine, wrapped inside a bag 
with Amsterdam’ written on it as 
well as mobile phones, scales and 
tick lists containing names and 
numbers at his address. 

He was jailed for four years 
when he appeared in court on 
Tuesday. 

“I’m pleased he has been 
handed a suitable prison 
sentence,” a detective said. 
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County baker rises to top on BBC programme 


BECKENHAM’S baking star Jane Beedle was the first 
contestant to win the title of Star Baker as the Great 
British Bake Off returned to our screens on Wednesday. 

The 61-year-old beat stiff competition for the opening 
cake-themed week, to receive praise from judges Paul 
Hollywood and Mary Berry 
When not in the kitchen, the mother-of-two designs 


gardens for a living, but her passion for baking comes 
from her grandfather who owned a bakery in Hastings. 

Erith’s Rav also walked through to the next round. 

Lee was the first competitor to be sent home, after 
three disappointing cakes failed to wow the judges. 

Both Jane and Rav will be appearing in next week’s 
episode. 


Ukip donor accuses MP 
of helping Conservatives 
defeat Farage in election 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A SENIOR Ukip figure has accused 
the party’s only MP of conspiring 
with the Conservatives to ensure Ni¬ 
gel Farage lost the battle for South 
Thanet in last year’s general 
election. 

A company belonging to Arron 
Banks, Ukip’s biggest donor, has 
written to Kent Police alleging that 
Douglas Carswell helped the Tory 
campaign, ultimately won by Craig 
Mackinlay, in 2015. 

Precision Risk & Intelligence 
claims that Mr Carswell downloaded 
Ukip polling data for the South 
Thanet seat and passed it to the Con¬ 
servatives, who allegedly used it 
during the campaign. 

The letter sent to Kent Police says: 
“We have evidence of excessive 
spending by the Conservatives and 
secretive dealings between them 
and a senior Ukip representative to 
collude against Mr Farage.” 

Mr Carswell was unavailable for 



LEADER: Nigel Farage in Thanet 

comment but responding to the 
Guardian, he said: “There is no basis 
in these claims whatsoever. 

“We should just be relieved that 
those responsible for the disastrous 
campaign in South Thanet were not 


responsible for the successful refer¬ 
endum campaign.” 

A police spokesperson said: “Kent 
Police received a letter on August 23 
regarding our on-going investiga¬ 
tion into election spending. 

“The letter will be passed to the in¬ 
vestigators for their consideration.” 

The force is also currently investi¬ 
gating claims that Conservatives 
breached spending laws in South 
Thanet last year. 

A probe was launched by the Elec¬ 
toral Commission off the back of al¬ 
legations made by Channel 4 that 
reported spending on the Royal Har¬ 
bour Hotel in Ramsgate and Premier 
Inn in Margate was not national 
campaign spending and therefore 
should not have been included in the 
party’s expenses return. 

It has the power to impose a fine of 
up to £20,000 if it feels a breach was 
made. 

The Conservatives, and Mr 
Mackinlay, have long denied any 
wrongdoing, claiming all spending 
was correctly recorded in accord¬ 
ance with the law. 




COMMENDED: No 31 in Thanet 


Aladdin's Cave 
named third 
best beach hut 

AN EAST Kent beach hut has been 
highly commended as one of the top 
three in Britain. 

No 31, in West Bay, near Westgate- 
on-Sea, is owned by Lili Sanchez, and 
has been described as Aladdin’s cave’, 
due to its brimming walls filled with 
kitsch collectibles. 

The hut even hosts Ms Sanchez’ 
annual Christmas party for her family. 

Two huts in the competition received 
highly commended status, with No 31 
being accompanied by Buggleskelly in 
East Sussex, both losing out to this 
year’s winner - My Happy Hut in 
Dovercourt, Essex. 

The judging panel included Phil 
Spencer, co-presenter of popular 
daytime programme Location, Location, 
Location, historian and author Dr. 
Kathryn Ferry, beach hut designer Pete 
Samson, journalist Charlotte Vowden 
and last year’s winner Jane Ashmore. 

Towergate Insurance’s competition 
received entries from across the country 
each vying to be crowned winner and 
Mr Spencer said: “There were some 
exceptional entries this year and the 
judges were spoilt for choice. 

“No 31 really stood out for its 
intriguing interior, and sentimental 
value to Lili, her loved ones, and beach 
hut community. Congratulations Lili.” 


Almost 250,000 visit 
unique ship display 

AN EXHIBITION of unique photographs and 
artefacts of the world’s most famous ship came to 
a close on Sunday after attracting well over 
200,000 visitors. 

The Titanic exhibition was held at Royal Victoria 
Place shopping centre in Tunbridge Wells 
between July 23 and August 21 and was only its 
second opening in the UK and its first in Kent. 

It has now packed up and set sail to tour South 
America and the US after appealing to visitors of 
all ages from across the county and beyond. 

During its opening weekend ‘Titanic In 
Photographs’ attracted nearly 16,000 visitors and 
throughout its four week stay at RVP, a total of over 
232,000 visitors came to see the exhibition with 
some days seeing up to an 11 per cent year-on- 
year increase in daily footfall. 

Marc Burchett, marketing manager, said: “The 
feedback we have received from visitors has 
been amazing with many commenting that they 
found it to be both fascinating and very emotive.” 


Temperatures hit 34 
as heatwave peaks 

GRAVESEND was home to the highest temperature 
of the year in the UK on Wednesday as a heatwave hit 
Kent this week. 

Temperatures hit 33.9C in the north of the county, 
topping the 33.5C recorded in Oxfordshire on July 19. 

With more people flocking to beaches as the heat 
increases, the RNLI has urged visitors to take care 
and respect the water, particularly after five people 
died at nearby Camber Sands in Sussex. 

Helicopters from Lydd and rescue teams from 
Dungeness attended the scene. 

An RNLI spokeswoman said: ‘ ‘The sea may look 
appealing, and the RNLI would encourage people to 
use it, but do so safely - it can be dangerously 
unpredictable. 

‘ ‘Please visit lifeguarded beaches and swim 
between the red and yellow flags - the safe swim 
zone and the area watched by lifeguards. 

‘ ‘Lifeguards are happy to answer any questions, 
including where any rip currents may be, which can 
catch out even the most experienced swimmers.’ ’ 


Teens to face trial for 
brutal street murder 

A JUDGE has set a trial date for four young men 
accused of murdering a teenager in south London. 

Andre Aderemi, 19, from Chatham, was “brutally 
stabbed several times,’ ’ in Heather Way, South 
Croydon, according to witnesses last Tuesday before 
dying in hospital. 

Jamall Longergan, Fabio Cela and Rodney Mukasa, 
all 19, appeared at the Old Bailey on Tuesday over the 
killing. 

Judge Michael Topolski set a provisional trial date 
of February 13,2017 with a plea hearing on Novem¬ 
ber 8. 

Cela and Mukasa, of Croydon, and Longergan, of 
Thornton Heath, south London, spoke only to confirm 
their names. 

No application for bail was made and they were 
remanded in custody. 

A fourth teenager, Ali Zahawy, 18, is expected to 
appear before the same court later this week. 

Mr Aderemi’s sister, Sheniqua, said her brother had 
‘ ‘a priceless heart’ ’. 
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Nine months of chaos finally 
over as rail line set to re-open 



BREAKTHROUGH: The line between Folkestone and Dover 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


COMMUTERS in the south of the county 
have faced travel chaos in recent months but 
the disruption comes to a close in two weeks 
as a crucial line on the rails re-opens ahead 
of schedule. 

Engineers at Network Rail initially feared 
the line between Dover and Folkestone 
would be out of action for a year after it 
closed on Christmas Eve following extensive 
damage to the sea wall at Shakespeare 
beach. 

Since then, a nine-month £40m project 
has got underway to build a new 235-metre- 
long viaduct supported by more than 130 
concrete columns to ensure passengers from 
Dover, Deal, Walmer, Sandwich and Martin 
Mill will soon be able to use a full train serv¬ 
ice again from Monday, September 5. 

Throughout the duration of the work at 
Dover, a new timetable was put in place with 
a day and night bus service running to en¬ 
sure passengers could keep moving. 

Passengers who use the line between Do¬ 
ver and Folkestone were also offered a com¬ 
pensation package along with free car park¬ 
ing permits at Folkestone West whilst the 
line was closed. 

While the railway has been closed be¬ 


tween Dover and Folkestone, Network Rail 
has invested an additional £3.5m to make 
the line more resilient. 

The work has included brickwork repairs 
on Shakespeare, Abbotscliffe and Martello 
tunnels, 2.4km of new track, and drainage 
work in Abbotscliffe tunnel. 

Network Rail chief executive Mark Carne, 
said: “This project is a huge achievement for 
all involved and I’m extremely proud of what 
has been done by those who have been work¬ 
ing on the project since December. 


“Finishing this project three months 
ahead of schedule is a reflection of the con¬ 
tinuous hard work that has been taking 
place here, setting the standard expected 
at Network Rail. 

“We face some big challenges in the 
coming years but with the skills and the 
dedication on show here at Dover I know 
we will face them head on.” 

However, there is still follow-up work to 
complete on September 11, October 2 and 
October 9 to ensure a smooth delivery. 


Unidentified bodies 
date back 45 years 

MORE than two dozen unidentified dead bodies, 
some of which date back almost half a century, 
are on the books of Kent Police. 

The oldest case is the remains of a male 
believed to be aged between 30 and 50 found 
washed ashore at Lydd-on-Sea back in 1971. 

The most recent, meanwhile, was the discovery 
of a male body aged between 40 and 60 in the 
water off Ramsgate Harbour in September 2013. 


Inferno rips through 
car body workshop 

EXTENSIVE damage has been caused to a car 
body workshop in Broadstairs following a fire at 
Copperleaf Business Park. 

Up to 30 per cent of the unit is believed to have 
been destroyed in the fire, while the remainder 
suffered heat and smoke damage. Adjacent units 
suffered light smoke damage. 


'A dream come true' 

A FOOTBALL-MAD youngster has said it was “a 
dream come true” to lead out his favourite team at 
Wembley Stadium earlier this month. 

Max Knight,8, from Ashford, stepped out in front 
of 80,000 fans alongside Manchester United’s 
Antonio Valencia before the FA Cup winners 
triumphed over Premier League champions 
Leicester to lift the Community Shield. 



Monroe - Large Sofa 


The 

SummerSale 


Clarkes 

furnishing your home 


C 


www.carkesfurnishers.co.uk 


Sandling Road, Maidstone ME14 2RF 01622 753073 
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Campaign urges chancellor 
to set up monitoring body 


A CRANBROOK-BASED campaign 
fighting for lower petrol and diesel 
prices is calling on Theresa May’s 
new chancellor to set up a monitor¬ 
ing body for fairer and more 
transparent pricing at the pumps. 

FairFuelUK is widely credited 
with stopping more than £57 
billion of fuel duty being levied on 
businesses and the public since 
2011, and bosses have now written 
to Philip Hammond, asking him to 
go further and be bolder than his 
predecessor at No 11, George 
Osborne. 

A letter was delivered by hand to 
the Treasury and the prime 
minister’s office this week, in which 
the campaign asks to cut duty on 
all fuels by 3p, slash VAT to 15 per 
cent, introduce more incentives for 
motorists to move to cleaner fuels 


and to set up an ‘OfPump’ monitor¬ 
ing body to halt the fluctuating fuel 
prices experienced by drivers every 
day. 

Howard Cox, founder of the 
FairFuelUK campaign, said: “It’s 


time for the government to truly 
deliver on the PM’s laudable 
intentions and help millions of hard 
working families, small businesses 
and the haulage industry to 
prosper.” 



Staggering stats behind 
historic market revamp 


AFTER more than 620 cups of 
tea, 17,000 roof tiles and 
34,000 copper nails, Graves¬ 
end’s historic market is almost 
ready for business. 

With less than 100 days to go 
until the market reopens, 
Gravesham Borough Council 
has revealed some of the figures 
behind the £1.8million 
refurbishment project. 

Set to reopen on November 
19, the market, which closed 
last summer, has existed in the 
town since 1268. 

The project is currently in its 
sixth month, and has seen more 
than 50 workers and staff on 
site, working a combined total 
of 6,485 hours from January to 
July. 

Early plans for the indoor 
marketEarly plans for the 
indoor market 


Among the features in the 
new-look market is a glass 
ceiling made from 96 sheets of 
glass weighing a combined 
total of more than 7.2 tonnes. 

Cabinet member for business 
delivery, Samir Jassal praised 
the market’s potential impact. 

“The work to the market is 
really moving forward quickly. 
These stats are a bit of fun but it 
does highlight how much work 
has been done so far and just 
how big this project is for the 
town. 

“The market will bring a 
significant improvement to the 
town centre and having had 
lots of memories sent through 
from various people from over 
the years who enjoyed the old 
market, it’s hoped this one will 
have the same effect on stall 
holders and visitors.” 


Fracas ends in stabbing 


A SCUFFLE involving up to 30 people in 
Dartford ended with a man being stabbed in 
the back. 

A 25-year-old man was taken to a local 
hospital and discharged later the same day 
after receiving serious but non-life threaten¬ 
ing injuries on Saturday. 


Jones turns up the heat 

UKIP leadership hopeful Liz Jones stepped 
up her bid to replace Nigel Farage by setting 
out her plans for the party this week. 

The Dartford family lawyer is something 
of an outsider in the race to become leader, 
with south east MEP and former Rochester 
schoolgirl Diane James looking the favourite. 


Further strikes on rails 

WORKERS at Southern Rail are set to take 
another two days of strike action following 
an ongoing dispute with the company over 
the changing roles of guards on trains. 

The rail workers’ union RMT has organ¬ 
ised strikes for Wednesday September 7 
and Thursday September 8. 


Trial in youth jail scandal 

A MAIDSTONE woman is to stand trial after 
being charged with common assault 
following an undercover BBC Panorama 
investigation into Medway Secure Training 
Centre in Rochester. 

Rebecca Harold, 24, will appear at 
Medway Magistrates’ Court on October 26. 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

01634 232048 -4 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 16YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 



Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 






-< 


Stonecraft 

Paving Centre 


Beautiful Gardens 
Set in Stone ” 


The Largest Indoor 
Showroom in Kent! 


■^1 


- — —v. wni. 

All Colours. 


Buy Direct from the manufacturer 


Most of our centres have beautiful landscaped gardens designed to 
inspire you. Stonecraft Paving can offer you everything you need to 
create your ideal patio or driveway. We offer quality products with 
huge savings. Visit our centres and compare our prices with 
other leading outlets. 

Medway City Estate, Whitewall Road, Strood, Kent ME2 4EW 
Tel: 01634 724667 Fax: 01634 729907 www.stonecraftpaving.co.uk 
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Top Three Stories 



1. Grass cutting chopped 

Grass maintenance could suffer after cuts 


2. Latest Dover convictions 

Six men jailed following violent protest 

3. The bald' arrested 

Wanted Chinese national in custody 


The Essential Guide: 



...to London Paramount 

Everything you need to know about proposals 
for a theme park in north Kent 



FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: Take a look and see how restoration work is progressing 
at Gravesend’s historic indoor market, which is set to open in less than 100 days, just in time for 
Christmas. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 


www. kentne ws. co.uk 

DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 
You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
that it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Dangers of the dice 

Tales from the highs and lows of betting 


2. Time to ignore Daesh? 

Should we ignore extremists’ online videos? 

3. Show them the door 

There’s no excuse for poor door etiquette 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

Do we need more life¬ 
guards on our beaches? 

] Yes, all summer round - 50% 

Yes, but only for a few weeks - 25% 



follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 



No, it’s our responsibility - 0% 
£] Don’t know - 25% 




BRITELITE'S SUMMER SIZZLERS 

BUYNOW 

PAY OCTOBER 2017 


Britelite's Super 


Composite front doors. 
Fully installed inc. VAT 


r’w** ■ 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


TRIPLE GLAZING THIS S 


Call 


0800505070 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.uSSnt windows.co.uk 
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“SOME OF THE BEST RESULTS IN THE COUNTRY” CHANNEL 4 NEWS 



★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

BEST A-LEYEL 

RESULTS IN SUSSEX 


★ ★★★★ 

BEST GCSE 

RESULTS IN SUSSEX 


COLLEGE 24th SEPT 


(11+, 13+, 16+) 


»\V 


BRIGHTON COLLEGE 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR PUPILS! 


OPEN MORNINGS 


PRE-PREP & PREP 8th OCT 


(3+TO 10+) 


DAY, FULL AND WEEKLY BOARDING 


01273 769070 


www.brightoncollege.org.uk 
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New ways to tackle radicalisation 


One of the county’s biggest mosques - based in Gillingham - has thrown its support behind new 
government select committee recommendations to reshape how communities tackle radicalisation 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 

O NE of Kent’s biggest 
mosques has supported 
recommendations by 
a government select 
committee to reshape 
the way communities tackle 
radicalisation. 

Only this month, Welling-born 
preacher Anjem Choudary was con¬ 
victed of encouraging support for 
terrorists following a trial at the Old 
Bailey. 

The 49-year-old is believed to have 
been a recruiter and radicaliser for 
years but managed to avoid being ar¬ 
rested despite widespread knowledge 
of his influence on terrorists. 

The Prevent strategy was launched 
in 2007 as the preventative strand of 
the government’s counter-terrorism 
strategy, Contest. 

In 2011 the agenda was relaunched 
to respond to the ideological chal¬ 
lenge of terrorism and aspects of ex¬ 
tremism, provide practical help to 
prevent people from being drawn into 
terrorism and ensure they are given 
appropriate advice and support. 

However, a Home Affairs Commit¬ 
tee report published this week re¬ 
vealed significant concerns about 
Prevent and the way it is enforced 
among communities. 

MPs said that the Prevent strategy 
must be reviewed to produce a new 
and different inclusive approach that 
is much more transparent — and it 
should be renamed Engage, to 
attempt to remove its already “toxic” 
associations in the Muslim 
community. 

Allaying these concerns and build¬ 
ing trust will require full and wide 
engagement with all sections of the 
Muslim community, including at 
grassroots level — and not just with 
groups which already agree with the 
government, they said. 

The suggestions were backed by 
Anwar Khan, of the Kent Muslim 
Welfare Association, based at Gilling¬ 
ham Mosque, who agreed a change in 
approach was needed. 

“We have had concerns in the past, 
there was one young man who was 
raising some suspicion,” he told KoS. 

“The problem starts with someone 
doing something differently or not at¬ 
tending the mosque or their school 
like they used to. 

“So we always keep an eye out and 
the key is of course to try and address 
it as early as possible and we encour¬ 
age others to keep a look out and talk 
with us. 

“In that instance after we did, eve¬ 
rything was okay. 

“But I resisted Prevent when it first 
came in because the attitude was that 
it was looking for Muslims who will 
spy on the households of other 
Muslims. 

“The whole approach was wrong 
and I resisted the police too, though 
once we started working together I 
found they were fantastic, but 
there needs to be more mutual 
consultation.” 


RECRUITER: Radical preacher Anjem Choudary 


MPs also demanded the govern¬ 
ment facilitate regular meetings of 
the leaders of the UK’s Muslim com¬ 
munities, claiming “these steps can 
contribute to an effective counter¬ 
narrative”. 

The support made available to fam¬ 
ilies of individuals who travel abroad 
to join terrorist organisations was de¬ 
scribed as “lamentable” and the com¬ 
mittee said there needs to be an easily 
accessible advice and counselling 
service, particularly for parents, who 
wish to raise concerns and ask for 
help when worried about their loved 
ones being radicalised. 

“As a minimum, the government 
must change the name of the ‘anti¬ 
terrorist helpline’ which can be seen 


as too stigmatising and makes people 
apprehensive about expressing their 
worries,” MPs said. 

Communities themselves were also 
called on to take a leadership role in 
tackling the issue head-on, with the 
committee suggesting the Muslim 
Council of Britain could do more to 
expose and remove those who preach 
or advocate race hate and intoler¬ 
ance, and particularly those who 
draw young people into extremism. 

Mr Khan added: “I think we do 
lead, we work closely with the police 
and the council and we are proactive 
in keeping an eye on people. 

“We have written a comprehensive 
letter to the education secretary and 
are constantly trying to raise aware¬ 


ness not just amongst Muslims but all 
faiths.” 

Kent County Council appears to 
also be preparing to work on a re¬ 
vamped scheme, after the report 
found that support from local author¬ 
ities, Prevent coordinators and the 
police was inconsistent. 

KCC chiefs were coy on specific de¬ 
tails at this early stage but a spokes¬ 
man told KoS this week: “As the lead 
authority on the government’s Pre¬ 
vent programme in the county, KCC 
has been co-ordinating work with 
district councils and other public 
bodies and partners on developing a 
strategy in line with the govern¬ 
ment’s objectives. 

“The county has been selected to 


participate in a new Home Office pilot 
initiative and a funding bid has been 
submitted to supplement the team in 
preparation for that. 

“Details of that initiative and the 
ongoing countywide strategy will be 
announced in the near future.” 

The report also recommends that 
the Metropolitan Police’s Counter 
Terrorism Internet Referral Unit 
(CTIRU) should be upgraded into a 
high-tech, state-of-the-art, round- 
the-clock, central ‘Operational Hub’ 
which locates the perils early, moves 
quickly to block them and is able 
to instantly share the sensitive 
information with other security 
agencies. 

Quizzed on the possibility of Kent 
Police also being upgraded in terms of 
resources and responsibility to com¬ 
bat terrorism, the force told KoS it 
would be too soon to pass comment 
on mere suggestions. 

A spokesperson said: “Kent Police 
works with local authorities, schools, 
education establishments and na¬ 
tional bodies to both identify cases of 
potential radicalisation, and reduce 
the risk of it happening. 

“Kent Police recently worked with 
the University of Kent to design a 
piece of software that simulates a so¬ 
cial media website. 

“The software can be used by 
teachers in the classroom to help edu¬ 
cate pupils on extremism, radicalisa¬ 
tion and internet safety. 

“The public can also play their part 
in keeping the country safe from ter¬ 
rorism by being aware of signs of rad¬ 
icalisation, and reporting any con¬ 
cerns to the police.” 

The software referenced is ‘Zak’ - a 
social media style simulation set up 
by the university in 2013, enabling 
young people to protect themselves 
and their peers against online groom¬ 
ing and radicalisation. 

As they follow Zak’s posts and 
messages, and become immersed in 
the social media activities, they learn 
to analyse to spot early signs of 
grooming. 

Detailed answers and links to re¬ 
search in the comprehensive training 
pack provide background, insight 
and ongoing support. 

The software has proved a huge 
success and has been rolled out in a 
number of schools across the county 
over the last three years. 

Gillingham and Rainham MP Reh- 
man Chishti, a Muslim himself, 
was presented with a gong at the 
Asian Voice Political and Public Life 
Awards back in March after leading a 
campaign which successfully con¬ 
vinced the government to officially 
adopt the term ‘Daesh’ when refer¬ 
ring to the terrorist group widely re¬ 
ferred to as “the so-called Islamic 
State”. 

It was supported by 170 MPs from 
across the political spectrum and this 
week’s report also highlighted a re¬ 
sponsibility of the media to also refer 
to the group as Daesh in future re¬ 
porting. 

Mr Chishti was contacted for com¬ 
ment by KoS but was unavailable. 
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As migrant numbers rise fears 
grow over human trafficking 

As the gateway to Europe, our county is no stranger to the efforts of migrants to gain entry illegally 
but there is concern some may be suffering slavery, sexual exploitation or domestic servitude... 



ON THE RISE : The Salvation Army announced this week it had seen nearly a fivefold increase in slavery victims in England and Wales since 2012 


By Adele Couchman 

adeLe.couchman@archant.co.uk 


T HERE is still “a huge prob¬ 
lem” in recognising vic¬ 
tims of human trafficking, 
an academic has warned, 
after more were found in 
Kent last year than nearly every¬ 
where else in the UK. 

Some 88 potential victims were for¬ 
warded on to the National Referral 
Mechanism (NRM) last year, a proc¬ 
ess set up by the government to iden¬ 
tify and support those who have been 
trafficked in Britain. 

Kent was ranked eighth for the 
highest number of suspected human 
trafficking victims out of a total of 45 
police force areas according to the 
National Crime Agency (NCA). 

The grim statistics come as The Sal¬ 
vation Army announced earlier this 
week it has seen nearly a fivefold in¬ 
crease of slavery victims it has helped 
in England and Wales since 2012. 

The charity said more than 1,800 
people were given support between 
April 2015 and March 2016, up from 
378 between July 2011 and June 
2012 - its first year of operating 
the government contract to support 
victims. 

Almost half had been sexually ex¬ 
ploited, 42 per cent were subject 
to forced labour and a further 13 per 
cent were victims of domestic 
servitude. 

Unsurprisingly, the problem in 
Kent has been linked with the coun¬ 
ty’s migrant crisis - with Dover MP 
Charlie Elphicke earlier this week 
calling for stronger borders to stop 
the influx of people who could be traf¬ 
ficked from the Calais Jungle. 

University of Kent PHD student 
Elena Krsmanovic has expressed sim¬ 
ilar worries about the vulnerability of 
refugees and asylum seekers after 
witnessing migrants arriving in Ser¬ 
bia whilst working for a anti-traffick¬ 
ing charity. 

“Of course people travelling 
through dangerous routes trying to 
get to countries are under much 
greater risk,” she told KoS. 

“Whilst they are travelling, many 
who are desperate to escape their ori¬ 
gins will have to pay off debts to their 
smugglers. 

“They’re not in a position to say no 
to work; no matter how dehumanis¬ 
ing it might be. 

“When they’ve reached their desti¬ 
nation, there have been many cases 
of people working in the illegal sector 
until they get asylum. 

“When someone doesn’t have prop¬ 
er documentation it leaves them 
much more likely to be exploited 
underhand.” 

After helping survivors for the Ser¬ 
bian charity ASTRA, the 27-year-old 
criminology researcher is keen that 
people understand what trafficking 
involves so victims can be identified 
and receive the support they need. 
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“There’s a huge problem with peo¬ 
ple not having the capacity to recog¬ 
nise victims, so there may be many 
out there who could be missed and 
not taken care of,” she said. 

“Cases are not always sexual and 
violent like the media makes out - 
someone could still be suffering with¬ 
out cuts and bruises.” 

Earlier in June, a judge ruled in fa¬ 
vour of six Lithuanian migrants who 
said they had been trafficked as 
chicken catchers for a Maidstone 
firm. 

Speaking of their ordeal, the men 
said they had been forced to work in 
inhuman and degrading conditions 
and threatened by supervisors with 
fighting dogs. 

For many migrants, the future lies 
in not only brothels but also car 
washes and fruit fields to enable them 
to pay off their debts for what they be¬ 
lieved would be a better life. 

With more than 1,000 unaccom¬ 
panied child refugees arriving on our 
shores last year, Kent County Council 
(KCC) says it is very mindful about 
the possibility of trafficking and en¬ 
sure checks are in place but concedes 
activity at Dover is what may be 
pushing up the figures. 

“It is KCC’s legal responsibility to 
care for under-18s who arrive in the 
county from abroad, seeking asylum. 

“As a matter of course, when new 
arrivals come into the care of KCC, we 
refer those Unaccompanied Asylum 
Seeking Children that have been 
identified at particular risk of being 
trafficked to the NCA. 

“This could include certain coun¬ 


tries of origin, such as Vietnam, sto¬ 
ries that are suspicious, or if they are 
in receipt of large sums of money. 

“Because of the high number of Un¬ 
accompanied Asylum Seeking Chil¬ 
dren coming into the county through 
Dover, this will inevitably make the 
figure for Kent higher, but does not 
necessarily mean they have been 
trafficked. 

“We work closely with the Home 
Office and the police to disrupt 
trafficking activity and to protect 
and safeguard any individuals 


THE president of the European 
Commission has been slammed 
as “hopelessly out of touch” by a 
Kent MP. 

It comes in a row over national 
borders, such as the Le Touquet 
agreement between England and 
France, which Brussels’ top 
official Jean-Claude Juncker 
described as “the worst invention 
ever”. 

However, Dover MP Charlie 
Elphicke has rubbished the 
European chiefs claims, and 
insisted the border between his 
constituency and Calais across 
the Channel was fundamental to 
Britain’s security. 

He told KoS: “Clearly Mr 
Juncker is hopelessly out of touch 
with the concerns of citizens 
across Europe. 

“The Schengen area of free 
movement doesn’t work for 
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who are deemed to be at risk.” 

A Kent Police spokesperson added: 
“We have made significant advances 
in educating and training officers 
and staff to look out for the warning 
signs of human trafficking and mod¬ 
ern slavery and that, coupled with 
the county’s geographical position as 
the gateway to Europe, are the key 
reasons why we see more potential 
victims than other forces. 

“Kent Police is also in the process of 
developing a new training course 
that focuses on safeguarding, investi- 


anyone, meanwhile the border 
with Dover and Calais is far 
stronger and ensures we are 
maintaining more control than 
they are on the continent. 

“It’s welcome to see some 
improvements made, but more 
needs to be done. 

“We need to have a Dover 
patrol to keep the Channel 
secure, we need to have the 
Jungle [camp housing thousands 
of migrants in Calais] dismantled 
and we need to clamp down on 
traffickers.” 

Sources close to Theresa May, 
who last month met with French 
President Francois Hollande and 
announced that the Le Touquet 
agreement would remain despite 
Brexit, also said Mr Juncker’s 
comments were “not something 
that the prime minister would 
agree with.” 


gation and prosecution for senior in¬ 
vestigating officers and it is hoped 
that this will be jointly delivered by 
the CPS and result in an increasing 
amount of successful convictions for 
offences covered by the new Modern 
Slavery Act 2015. 

“An assistant chief constable from 
the force also chairs a newly-created 
Kent Anti-Slavery Partnership which 
brings together the various partner 
agencies and charitable organisa¬ 
tions in order that victims can be pro¬ 
tected and offenders prosecuted.” 


Her official spokesperson 
added: “You have heard the 
Prime Minister talk about the 
views that the British people 
expressed in the referendum. 

“The British people think that 
borders are important, having 
more control over our borders is 
important, and that is an issue we 
need to address.” 

Security has certainly been 
stepped up since last summer, 
when hundreds of migrants 
stormed the Channel Tunnel, 
causing disruption to services 
and leading to delays and 
cancellations. 

However, a Home Affairs Select 
Committee report last month said 
the number of Border Force 
vessels in operation was “worry- 
ingly low” and recommended the 
use of Royal Navy vessels to 
make up for the shortfall. 
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Established 1981 



Over 60,000 customers! 


Limited 



Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


Energy Window 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


as heard on heart 


Our Sale Now On! 

Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 


WINDOWS 
£1,512^ 
WINDOWS 
Cl ,890 
WINDOWS 
C2,268i£2 
WINDOWS 


Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite 1 


4 WINDOWS 

Cl ,891 ;SS flT 

5 WINDOWS 

£2,384;S? AT 

6 WINDOWS 
£2,83©i£S AT 

7 WINDOWS 

C3,309-«> flT 

All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


£100 off 


on production 
of this advert* 


5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Offers end 
13th 

September 


Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

_ Door Lock: BS3621 

Open 6 days a week ■ I 1 - 1 \y Tokened Glass: 

Monday - Saturday 9am - 5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

01 795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. H 

01634 826 238 f sJ www.supaglaziiig.com as JS 


1 asterCai 


01634294696 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. 
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Whitehead jgfc. 
Mondkton 

the Kent law firm 



Relationship at 
breaking point? 

The breakdown of any relationship can be very 
distressing. Whitehead Monckton family lawyers 
can help you through this stressful and painful time. 

We offer sensitive, constructive and cost effective 
legal advice. All our lawyers are experienced 
members of Resolution, committed to a non- 
confrontational approach to resolving family problems. 

An initial fixed cost meeting for just £100 (inc VAT) 
with one of our lawyers can help you see your 
way forward and understand your legal position 
and options. 

Our town centre offices in Canterbury, Maidstone 
and Tenterden are conveniently located to so please 
call to set up your initial discussion: 

Emma Palmer on Canterbury 01227 643266 
Dawn Harrison on Maidstone 01622 698051 
Daniel Bennett on Tenterden 01580 767540 




THUMB’S UP: It was all smiles for these pupils at Tonbridge’s Hayesbrook School 

The wait is over 
for the county’s 
GCSE students 


Thursday saw apprehensive pupils opening the 
envelopes of their dreaded exam results letters... 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


ENT’S schools are continuing to 
perform well despite grades ap¬ 
pearing to fall on a nationwide 
basis. 

Girls continue to outperform 
boys at GCSE, according to results released on 
Thursday, but figures by the Joint Council for 
Qualifications (JCQ) showed both genders’ 
grades were down on last year. 

A*-C grades were achieved by 71.3 per cent 
of girls this summer compared with 62.4 per 
cent of boys, however both were down on last 
year, from 73.1 per cent and 64.7 per cent re¬ 
spectively. 

Girls also outperform boys in terms of 
achieving the very top grades - with 7.9 per 
cent getting an A*, compared with five per cent 
although both saw a slight decline. 

In the county, however, there was plenty of 
cause for celebration, with many schools 
achieving their best ever results. 

At Sevenoaks School, 92 per cent of the ex¬ 
aminations taken by the 151 candidates were 
awarded A* or A grades. 

Some 59 students - over a third of the year 
group - gained ten A*s or more each, and 128 
students gained 9 or more A* or A grades, 
while all but twenty eight results out of 1549 
examinations were awarded grade B or above. 

Head, Dr Katy Ricks, said: “These results are 
excellent, and a superb achievement for both 
students and teachers.” 

Ashford’s North School, meanwhile, praised 
the dedication of staff, the support of parents 
and the determination of its students after 
achieving its best ever set of GCSE results. 

The North has seen what headteacher Nicki 
Hodges described as “a huge improvement” in 
results across the board, praising the “colos¬ 
sal” efforts of staff and “100 per cent buy in” 
from the current cohort of GCSE students, who 


more than doubled last year’s haul of A* to C 
grades in English and maths by taking it to 54 
per cent. 

Similarly, Cobham Hall also celebrated its 
best ever results, with an A*-C pass rate of 98 
per cent, 50 per cent of grades being A* or A 
and 75 per cent achieving A*-B. 

“Cobham Hall is not an academically selec¬ 
tive school but we show what can be achieved 
by hard working pupils and dedicated teach¬ 
ers working in small classes in a positive envi¬ 
ronment,” headmaster Mr Mitchell said. 

“They have been ably supported by our su¬ 
perb pastoral staff and the pupils’ parents and 
all thoroughly deserve their success.” 

The Leigh University Technical College in 
Dartford also enjoyed success in its first year of 
results, as principal Steve Leahey explained. 

“Excellent progress has been made by stu¬ 
dents from disadvantaged backgrounds as 
well as those with special educational needs,” 
he said. 

“One of our core aims is to get more girls 
into engineering and IT, our girls have ex¬ 
celled this year and will be future role models 
for those choosing STEM [Science, Technolo¬ 
gy, Engineering and Maths] careers. 

“Following on from the excellent Post 16 re¬ 
sults last week, and the large number of stu¬ 
dents being employed in jobs within engineer¬ 
ing and IT or going to university, we are 
delighted.” 
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Second bite at ‘grammar’ cherry? 

Potential A-levels students from non-selectives maybe looking for a Sixth Form place at a grammar 
school but as former headteacher and education expert Peter Read explains, it might not be that easy... 



L AST year the two Thanet 
grammar schools, Dane 
Court and Chatham & 
Clarendon, admitted 124 
students from non-selec- 
tive (NS) schools into their Sixth 
Forms, whilst the two grammars in 
Folkestone took in just five between 
them. 

Dartford Grammar School recruit¬ 
ed 107 new students but just two 
from NS schools. 

King Ethelbert’s School saw 48 
students transfer to grammar school 
Sixth Forms, although four other NS 
schools had no such transfers. 

On the surface, an average intake 
of 16 NS students across the county 
for the Sixth Forms of the 32 gram¬ 
mar schools looks healthy, and I 
have always argued that the oppor¬ 
tunity for a second chance to join a 
grammar school, in the Sixth Form, 
is a necessary criterion for a success¬ 
ful Selective System across the 
county. 

However, this average hides a 
massive variation, as too many 
grammar schools focus on recruit¬ 
ing the very top scorers in their 
chase for league table places. 

Alternatives for taking A-levels, 
the key route to university and many 
professions, are shrinking with 


three of the four Further Education 
colleges now having abandoned 
courses, focusing on vocational 
pathways. 

However, there are 18 non-selec- 
tive schools who run Sixth Forms 
with more than 50 students who 
took A-levels in 2015, all but one 
achieving respectable A-level grades. 

Largest were: Bennett Memorial 
(152 students): Hillview Girls (133); 
Fulston Manor (108); Homewood 
(103); and St Simon Stock (92). 

Compare these with the smallest 
grammar school, Barton Court, with 
just 76 A-level students. 

The three top scoring NS schools 
on average point score per A-level 
entry are in order: Mascalls; West- 
lands; and Bennett Memorial, all 
scoring better than five of the gram¬ 
mar schools. 

Many of the NS schools offer a 
mixed menu of A-level and vocation¬ 
al courses to their students allowing 
them to keep their options open. 

One other school that stands out is 
the non-selective Canterbury Acad¬ 
emy, which had the largest Sixth 
Form in Kent, with 589 students last 
September. 

Astonishingly it had the third 
largest increase in numbers of any 
Kent school from Year 11 to Year 12, 


up by 91, the only NS school in the 
county to show any increase. 

Most of these students are follow¬ 
ing its wide range of highly success¬ 
ful vocational courses. 


A number of these NS schools are 
clearly taking in students from oth¬ 
ers where there may not be the same 
range of opportunities. 

Currently financial pressures on 


Sixth Forms have seen many others 
reduce the number of courses on 
offer, also the reason why three 
out of four Further Education 

Continued on page 16 


ACCIDENT CLAIM? 




We can help with 
your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (We are 
included in the Headway 
Solicitors Directory 2016) 

• Accidents at work 

• Car and motorbike accidents 

• Fatal accidents 

• Trips and slips 

• Medical negligence 

Call Girlings’ Personal 
Injury Claims on 

0845 2221 999 
for FREE, no obligation 
advice on your claim 


MEMBER OF 



www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 


Fantastic Coach 
Holiday Offer: 

Paignton 4 days £129 

It’s true. Now you can enjoy a 
wonderful break in Paignton for a very 
special price this Autumn... 

There are no ‘catches’ - just a great 
deal - even the lovely days out are free - 
here’s the full details... 

Day 1 : You’ll arrive at your hotel late afternoon 
to a warm welcome and refreshments. 

Day 2: A full day out today as we head west - 
leaving Devon behind as we cross the River 
Tamar into Cornwall and visit two beautiful 
coastal villages. Polperro and Looe 

Day 3: A trip to the picturesque fishing Port of Brixham. We return to Paignton this 
afternoon so you can spend some time in your resort. 

Day 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty ‘Torbay Court’ 

Torbay Court Hotel, Paignton 

Just a few minutes walk from the Seafront in a quiet cul-de-sac 
next to a pleasant public garden. Also within easy reach of 
Paignton Zoo. Major refurbishment now complete. Regular 
evening entertainment. 56 ensuite guest rooms. Lift to all 
floors. 

Departs: Friday 28th October £129 

Price includes: 3 nights accommodation with 3-course dinner 

and full choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. Price pp based on 2 sharing. 

Single Supp £19 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 www.gbtours.com 

32 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


breakfast 

This coach departs: Margate - 
Broadstairs - Ramsgate - Canterbury 
- Ashford - Maidstone and then to 
Paignton 

No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 
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SUCCESS: Thamesview School’s George Broadhurst was one of thousands across the county who enjoyed top grades, but what’s next for students like him? 


colleges have abandoned A-levels. 

One major problem is that Kent, 
with its wide geographical spread, 
sees each locality offering a different 
range of options at post 16. 

Under new government legislation 
all young people are required to stay 
in learning or training until the age of 
18, but this can include full-time 
study in school or college, part time 
education or training with work or 
volunteering, or taking up an appren¬ 
ticeship or training. 

Kent County Council is required to 
enforce this but has no power to en¬ 
sure the courses are provided. 

So in Thanet, with the East Kent 
College having abandoned its A-level 
offering, and just two of the five NS se¬ 
lective schools offering small A-level 
groups, there is little alternative to the 
grammar schools for A-level courses, 
although they have welcomed the op¬ 
portunity with open arms. 

In Dartford, the four grammar 
schools admit just 28 non-selective 
students between them, the two Dart- 
ford Grammars chasing high grades 
and the two Wilmingtons having lit¬ 
tle room to expand. 

Perhaps as a result, most of the NS 
schools have thriving A-level provi¬ 
sion. However, Ebbsfleet Academy 
which has no Sixth Form saw just four 
students transfer to grammar school, 
probably in Gravesend. 

However, the most interesting dis¬ 
trict has to be Canterbury, with the 
two Langton Grammars taking in 43 
NS students between them, whilst 
Barton Court Grammar admitted just 
four. 

Altogether Simon Langton Boys 
saw the second largest increase in 
numbers in the country, rising from 


Year 11, by 92 students to a total of 
222 in Year 12. 

Simon Langton Girls’ Grammar 
School saw its roll slip sharply from 
152 in Year 11 last year, to 122 in 
Year 12, in spite of an influx of 16 girls 
from non-selective schools. 

Barton Court Grammar, also in 
Canterbury, saw its Year 12 wither to 
93 students, from 126 in Year 11, al¬ 
though it only attracted (or wanted?) 
just four students from NS schools. 

It certainly appears that as well as 
its positive attitude to NS students, 
there is a considerable transfer of 
grammar school students to the boys’ 


school, a phenomenon that is repeat¬ 
ed in some other towns. 

One would assume that the over¬ 
whelming majority of children enter¬ 
ing grammar school at age 11 would 
anticipate completing a seven year 
course to A-level there. 

However, this is not always the 
case, with some remarkable fall out 
rates including the examples above. 

However, the biggest fall was at 
Folkestone School for Girls, which 
rightly prides itself on its table topping 
A-level grades. 

It managed to lose an overall 37 
students, attracting just four NS girls 


to compensate. Why and where did so 
many girls choose to leave the school 
after their GCSEs? 

So what does all this mean for those 
receiving their GCSE results this 
week? 

For those with a statistical bent, 
there is plenty of data out there to in¬ 
dicate which the best schools are in 
terms of academic progress from 
GCSE to A-level. 

But where does everyone else turn 
for objective advice? 

I recall when I was chairman of 
what was then an Independent Kent 
Careers Service, we had independent 


staff based in various centres 
throughout Kent, and providing ad¬ 
vice in each school so able to put flesh 
on some of the questions I hope this 
article has posed. 

The Careers Service has long since 
gone, and much of the advice in Kent 
is now provided by the school itself, 
theoretically required to be independ¬ 
ent, but many schools will always 
have an interest in guiding the 
outcome. 

■ An expanded version of this 
article is available on Peter Read’s 
website, visit www.kentadvice. 
co.uk 



SUMMER OFFERS IN OUR SHOWROOM 

Newly refurbed bathroom showroom plus ex display items at 50% OFF 


Morris & Turner 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE 
SHOWROOM 

• •• 

Visit our product packed 
showroom for design inspiration 
and practical friendly advice, 
whatever the size and budget. 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

01634 813813 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
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Indoor 
two lane 
bowling. 
Coming 
soon. 


Set within the heart of Kent’s beautiful unspoilt 
countryside, Pilgrim’s Retreat is the prefect setting 
for idyllic and relaxing lifestyle. 

We offer private residential and leisure homes, exclusively 
for the over 50’s. You can swim in our indoor heated 
swimming pool, or work out in our community gym. Meet 
up with friends in our clubhouse or coffee shop, even 
go for a relaxing stroll within the 30 acres of beautiful 
woodlands. The possibilities are endless. You can even 
bring your pets! After all they are part of the family. 


Convenience 
store 
Now open 



We offer Part Exchange 
No Solicitors Fees 
No Stamp Duty and 
No Estate Agents Fees 

Show homes open daily. 
No appointment required. 

6 A beautiful and tranquil 
place to live’ 



Pilgrims Retreat, Hogbarn Lane, Harrietsham, Kent ME17 1NZ 

we are 1 hr from central London, 30 mins from the M25 J3 and 10 mins from the M20. 

Tel: 01622 859648 www.pilgrimsretreat.com Email: info@pilgrimsretreat.com 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


Are you embarrassed 
by your teeth? 

Get your confidence back with no downtime with this new Dental Implant system! 


Dr Pieter Claassen 
of Hanover House, a 
local dental clinic is 
experiencing high demand 
for dental implants due to 
an advanced technique 
called PRGF which they 
offer to patients that are 
having dental implants. 

This new system 
encourages healing at an 
accelerated rate which 
means patients are able 
to go about their normal, 
everyday life without any or 
very little down-time. 

Patients travel from all 
over, demanding this unique 
treatment which is also being 
used to help sportsmen and 
women speed up the healing 
process following injury. 
PRGF stands for Plasma Rich 
Growth Factors, - referred 
to as accelerated healing by 
the Hanover House dental 
implant team. 


The Problem 


If you are one of the 
thousands of people 
suffering from missing or 
painful teeth you do not need 
to be reminded that it is very 
likely you will experience 
any or all of the following 
problems. 


• Not being able to eat 
what you want 

• Having to use fixative 
several times a day which 
is difficult to remove 
from your denture 

• Your confidence has 
dropped 

• You don’t enjoy food 
anymore because of the 
denture covering the 
roof of your mouth 

• You find yourself talking 
with your hand in front 
of your mouth to either 
stop a loose denture from 
moving or to hide an 
embarrassing gap 



Pieter Claassen - Implant Dentist 
at Hanover House Dental 


in Tonbridge 
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• When did you last smile? 

• You have bone loss where 
the denture is pressing 
on underlying bone 

• You can often hear a 
Tunny sound’ when the 
denture chews against 
another denture or teeth 

• You have as constant fear 
you will lose or break 
your dentures 

• Dogs love chewing 
dentures that lie 
unattended. 

The excitement 

For most of us suffering 
from ill-fitting denture, 
painful or lose teeth, all 
of the problems can be 
eliminated through the use 
of dental implants. 

Dr Claassen says, “Most 
patients normally have 
dental implants to stabilise 
loose and uncomfortable 
dentures or to replace 
embarrassing missing teeth. 
Having fixed teeth again 
means that they can eat and 
enjoy the food they want and 
have the confidence to smile 
in family photos again.” 

PRGF is 100% Natural 

The system is the magic 
solution that helps to speed 
up the healing process after 
the procedure, promoting 
our own unique healing 
factors to burst into action. 
Using the revolutionary 
PRGF system also increases 
the success rate. 

For the first time ever 
Hanover House Dental 
Practice are offering the 
PRGF system completely 
free of charge when a 
dental implant is placed. 
Normally this amazing new 
treatment would cost £350.00 
but for a limited period only 
Dr Claassen is offering it 
for FREE! 

Clinical Results 

In a study of 1391 dental 
implant placements using 
PRGF, the success rate was 
99.6%. This shows just how 
special PRGF is, and as our 
free introductory gift to you, 
Dr Claassen wants to provide 
it free of charge - but not for 
long. In fact, you only have 
until Friday 2nd September 
2016 to take up this offer! 

Patients who have 
osteoporosis often receive 
medication to strengthen 
their bones. Unfortunately, 
in some cases it can lead 
to the opposite - impaired 
healing of bone structure. 
PRGF is excellent for 
patients potentially at risk 


of dental implant failure, 
shortening the time it takes 
for the body to accept your 
implants. 

The Benefits 

There are many benefits 
when a patient chooses to 
have dental implants and 
using the PRGF system only 
increases those benefits... 

Below are just a few; 

1. Faster healing time; 
Less down time 

2. Reduced pain and 
swelling 

3. No one will know unless 
you want them too! 

4. Natural healing from 
your healing factors 

5. Get back your quality of 
life 

How it works 

PRGF - Plasma Rich 
Growth Factor is a 100% 
natural product specific 
and unique to each patient. 
A small amount of blood is 
placed in a centrifuge and 
separated in different layers. 
Only the parts, rich in 
growth factors are then used 
and applied onto the implant 
and the surrounding areas 
in the mouth. 

In the several years PRGF 
have been used in different 
medical fields there has 
never been a reported side 
effect. 

What people say 

“Pieter worked painstakingly 
to achieve 
the perfect finish. 

The dental implants have 
given me back my smile 
and confidence and I no 
longer have to worry about 
what I eat” 

Mrs. P. Mahoney - 
Speldhurst 

“Having dental implants 
was well worth the effort 
and the difference was 
extraordinary, making it the 
best decision I ever made. 

I used to be self-conscious 
about my teeth. I wouldn’t 
eat in public in case my 
dentures fell out and I hated 
how they felt in my mouth. 
Since having dental implants 
I am so much happier. I can 
eat what I want, when I 
want, including apples and 
I am much more confident. 

Even my friends have 
commented on how happy 
and relaxed I look. ” 
Stephen Barnham - 
Tonbridge 


Ken, a patients of Dr 
Claassen at Hanover House 
Dental Practice says... 
“I wasn’t certain about going 
down this route but now feel 
SMILES better!” which is 
evident in his before and 
after treatment photos. 



■ Mr Ken Winch BEFORE Treatment 



■ Mr Ken Winch AFTER Treatment 


How to get this special product 

Its first come first served so call and book 
your free consultation. Cut out the coupon on 
this page and when you start treatment we 
will reduce the cost by £350! 

Call us today on: 01732 807914 

Either Sue or Sandy will be helping you on the phone. 


Hanover House Dental 
has various packages and 
price plans to 
suit all budgets! 



SAVE 

£350 


Hanover House 


Benefit from Accelerated, 
100% Natural healing! 

Free consultation 

At Hanover House, 203 High St, TN91BW 

Remember; bring your coupon along 
to claim YOUR free PRGF! 

DO NOT PUT IT OFF; WE DO NOT WANT YOU 

TO BE DISAPPOINTED! 


Call 01732 807914 
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FIGHT: Demonstrators in Ramsgate this week were surprised to see an increased number of police officers in force for the transport of live animals to the port 


Police presence slammed as live 
export protests start to heat up 

Campaigners again made their voice heard in Ramsgate ahead of a weekend of rallying against the 
controversial trade, but was the huge turnout of police officers justified given its limited resources? 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


C AMPAIGNERS opposed to 
the live animal export 
trade from Ramsgate have 
slammed Kent Police for 
“wasting” resources after 
almost one hundred officers helped 
ease the transportation of sheep to the 
port this week. 

Cuts to the force’s budget have been 
well-documented, and demonstra¬ 
tors in Thanet have argued that its 
thin resources could be better de¬ 
ployed than policing what they de¬ 
scribe as a peaceful protest. 

Hundreds of campaigners lined the 
streets of Ramsgate in an attempt to 
block lorries transporting some 
2,500 sheep to Calais via the port, but 
the increased police presence made 
their opposition difficult to enforce. 

Former Thanet councillor and 
leading campaigner Ian Driver told 
KoS: “There were more police than I 
have ever seen before - clearly they 
had changed their tactics and I would 
estimate there were a hundred there, 


so it was almost one-to-one between 
them and us. 

“They threw a cordon around the 
lorries so protesters couldn’t get close 
and halt their progress. As a result 
they were through quite quickly, un¬ 
like before. 

“It’s strange that the Kent Police 
budget is under enormous strain and 
I don’t think this is at all where they 
should be using those resources. 

“We are peaceful protesters and we 
have a democratic right to do so and 
to have that many officers there was a 
complete overreaction by Kent Police 
because nothing has changed in 
terms of what we do. 

“They have told us previously at 
meetings that each shipment costs 
around £19,000 to police, but with 
this presence it must be more like 
£29,000. 

“A lot of the protesters are women 
and a lot, myself included, are elderly 
and it’s all very peaceful so I don’t un¬ 
derstand why the force is wasting re¬ 
sources on this when it’s made no se¬ 
cret of its tight budget. 

“I can only assume some intense 
pressure from the exporters has 


motivated this sort of response.” 

However, Kent Police has defended 
its response, as a spokesperson for the 
force told KoS: “Police resources for 
this type of operation are continually 
assessed, based on information avail¬ 
able to us prior to an event. 

“Kent Police responds to every 
incident appropriately and propor¬ 
tionately in order to facilitate lawful 
trade, peaceful protest, prevent 
crime and disorder and ensure public 
safety.” 

Mr Driver recently warned of a 
surge in activity at the port, with ex¬ 
porters looking to take advantage of 
the weak pound and make a quick 
profit before Brexit takes effect. 

South Thanet MP Craig Mackinlay 
earlier this year blamed “the big boot 
of the EU” for blocking Britain’s abili¬ 
ty to ban the trade, and said leaving 
the EU would allow greater control. 

He also revealed he will again look 
to present an emergency bill to the 
Commons, similar to the bid he made 
earlier in the year, with a second 
reading expected to take place in the 
autumn. 

The hope is that the bill will be¬ 


come law but it is dependent on Brit¬ 
ain withdrawing from the EU. 

The drama at the port comes ahead 
of a weekend of action against the 
trade, with a Green Party MEP for the 
south east throwing his weight be¬ 
hind campaign groups. 

Keith Taylor will be speaking at the 
first ever global day of action, called 
Animals are Not Freight, on Monday, 
which sees hundreds of campaigners 
from more than 30 countries uniting 
to take action, including a peaceful 
protest on Parliament Square in 
London. 

The day marks 20 years since the 
world’s worst live export disaster 
when nearly 70,000 sheep burned or 
drowned to death as the ship carry¬ 
ing them burst into flames in the In¬ 
dian Ocean and sank. 

Some twenty-eight organisations 
around the world are joining ranks 
for the day to host rallies, marches, 
and talks - from London to Paris and 
Tel Aviv to Sydney. 

Celebrity support comes from 
Downton Abbey star and animal wel¬ 
fare activist, Peter Egan, who has 
helped to promote the day of action by 


starring in a short online film. 

The Kent Against Live Exports 
group had planned a similar demon¬ 
stration in Ramsgate on Saturday. 

Mr Taylor, who is also the Green 
Party’s animals spokesperson, said: 
“It is a privilege to join forces with so 
many passionate campaigners as we 
take this fight right to the govern¬ 
ment’s doorstep. 

“Live exports is a barbaric industry 
that must be completely abolished. As 
a member of the European Parlia¬ 
ment, I have written to the new UK 
minister for animals, Lord Gardiner, 
urging him to support the Europe¬ 
wide Stop The Trucks campaign. 

“The campaign will mount a fresh 
call from national governments to 
amend European regulations to 
stamp out this inhumane practice.” 

Mr Driver said: “It’s very important 
to have that level of support and I 
think people are beginning to see 
that the long-distance transportation 
of these animals in horrendous con¬ 
ditions is completely unacceptable. 

“Soon, much like fox hunting was, 
I think this will be the big nationwide 
animal welfare campaign.” 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Pensioners go berserk for new hearing aid 


AT LAST. The hearing aid 
that thousands have wanted 
is now available. 

Alta2 Pro is a totally invis¬ 
ible hearing aid when worn. It 
offers pensioners the opp¬ 
ortunity to defy hearing loss 
by compensating for your 
individual hearing loss, in 
all situations, day and night. 

Nobody can see it because 


it fits snugly and comfortably 
in your ear canal and uses 
the ear’s natural acoustics 
for natural sound quality. 

Everything works auto¬ 
matically. There are no 
controls to worry about 
so there’s no need to 
keep fiddling about and 
adjusting settings. 

You can start enjoying life 


again as you concentrate on 
hearing, rather than thinking 
about your hearing aid. 

Alta2 Pro continuously 
analyses incoming sounds 
and adapts to each individual 
situation so you always get 
the best hearing possible. 
Even in background noise. 

When speech and 
conversation sounds are 


detected the sound is 
automatically increased at 
different frequencies so you 
hear and understand it 
clearly, not just loudly. 

You get all the benefits 
you want in a digital 
hearing aid without the 
obvious sign that you are 
using one as it’s completely 
invisible in most ears. 


For your free Alta2 Pro 
information pack simply 
complete the coupon or call 
the freephone number. 

FREEPHONE 

0800 
740 8680 

Please quote ref: GBSA5004 

www.invisiblehearingaidsuk.co.uk 


Please post me free & without obligation full details of the 
Alta2 Pro hearing aid. □ Tick if pensioner. 

Mr/Mrs/Miss_First Name_ 

Surname_ 

Address_ 


Postcode 


(in case we need to 1 

Tel No confirm your address) 

Phone or send coupon today (No stamp required) to: 

Freepost RTKE-UJBU-EYSU, Hidden Hearing Ltd, 

Medway Street, Maidstone ME14 1HL GBSA5004 \ 
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UK Cycling hoping for chain 
reaction from Rio Olympics 


A new nationwide initiative designed to build on the golden success of Team GB 
in the velodrome is being launched at Gravesend’s Cyclopark this weekend... 


By Adele Couchman 

adele.couchman@archant.co.uk 


F ollowing our olympians’ 
sensational fortnight in Rio, 
the national governing body 
of UK cycling is trialling a 
new project here in Kent to 
encourage budding riders into the 
sport. 

With Team GB’s cyclists taking 
home 12 medals and making a third 
consecutive win at the top of the Ol¬ 
ympic medal tally, British Cycling is 
hoping to achieve even more homeg¬ 
rown success through a new social 
biking event - starting today (Sun¬ 
day) in Gravesend. 

Exclusively piloted in just two plac¬ 
es around the UK, Cycle Circuits aim 
to provide a cycling alternative to glo¬ 
bal fitness craze Parkrun - a free, 
weekly 5k timed jog in areas of open 
space. 

Hosted at Cyclopark, home to north 
Kent’s giant 43 hectare open-air bike 
park, cyclists can expect a free track¬ 
ing device to record their average 
time on the circuit - a motivator to 



improve times and distance. 

Organisers say the rare op¬ 
portunity is being trialled 
in Gravesend to make use 
of the area’s world class 
cycling facilities. 

Andrew Chaston, 

British Cycling’s rec¬ 
reation manager for 
the south east, said: 

“We’re always try¬ 
ing to take talent¬ 
ed cyclists onto the 
Olympic stage, and af¬ 
ter such a successful 
fortnight in Rio 
wanted to run a 
programme to 
inspire people 
to get out on a 
bike. 

“Our traf¬ 
fic-free route 
at Cyclopark 
means any¬ 
one can get 
involved - but 
with the added 
tracking devices 
the circuit is also 




to those looking to 
test their best time and 
distances. 

“We’re really excited 
this pilot is coming to 
Kent and if things go 
well Cycle Circuits will 
be taken countrywide 
next summer.” 

After opening in 
2012, Cyclopark is 
the largest of its 
kind in Europe, of¬ 
fering a 2.9km- 
long road circuit, 
340-metre BMX 
ack and 6km of moun¬ 
tain bike trails. 

Naturally, bosses at 
multi-million 
pound activity 
complex hope po¬ 
tential nationwide 
sporting projects 
like Cycle Circuits 
will put the park 
on the map. 

“Being part of 
the Cycle Circuits 
pilot provides a great 


opportunity for more people to expe¬ 
rience what Cyclopark has to offer, 
which we hope will lead to continued 
use of our first class facilities,” said 
Cyclopark’s CEO Alex Flint. 

One of the stars of the Games, Jason 
Kenny, will also be banging the cy¬ 
cling drum as he heads to Brands 
Hatch early next month to take part 
in its Revolve24 event. 

A series of cycling challenges - it is 
synonymous with the main, gruel¬ 
ling 24-hour race but is complement¬ 
ed by a six-hour relay, and a new 12- 
hour ‘Dusk ‘til Dawn’ challenge. 

The circuit, near Swanley in Long- 
field, formed much of the Paralympic 
Games road cycling route in 2012, 
earning rave reviews at the time. 

Kenny, who will be taking part in 
this year’s event, said: “Brands Hatch 
is the best course for this event as you 
don’t have any of the dangers of the 
road. 

“It has a lot of interesting undula¬ 
tions, especially as you get out into 
the forest. It’ll be a real challenge for 
people as they ride through the night, 
lighting their own way.” 

Kent Sports Trust also welcomed 



efforts to build on Team GB’s 
success through initiatives 
encouraging people to try out differ- 



The Fireplace 

A Family Run Business 

Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 


ASSEMBLY HALL THEATRE 


Visit Our Showroom 

V Til r 2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 

ft lilt Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 3TD 

EIDIDI lAff Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 

www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 


Book online at: 

www.assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk 


Box Office: Follow us: 

01892 530613/532072 He] fc] 


ASSEMBLY HALL Tunbridge \ 

THEATRE Council 
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ent sports the county has to offer. Team GB enough for their achieve- for many more years to come. 

CEO Steve Wolfe told KoS: “I can’t ments out in Rio. They will provide a “It was especially pleasing to see so 
congratulate the whole squad from sporting legacy for the whole country many Kent athletes out there compet- 



GOLDEN CHANCE: Rio stars Laura Trott and Jason Kenny (left) and 
(above) Gravesend’s Cyclopark, the largest of its kind in Europe 


ing and our Ambassadors doing so 
well. 

“To have Dina Asher-Smith return 
home to Orpington with an Olympic 
bronze is fantastic. It will be great to 
take her into Kent schools to inspire 
that next generation. 

“Kat Driscoll, who grew up in Med¬ 
way, has shown how far you can go 
with determination and willpower. 
To finish sixth at the Olympics will 
encourage so many more girls and 
boys to take up trampolining for the 
first time. 

“The success of the women’s hock¬ 
ey side, with so many of the squad 
playing for Holcombe Hockey Club 
and Canterbury Hockey Club, will 
undoubtedly serve to inspire more 
people to play the game. We should 
see both clubs benefit from the ladies 
returning as Olympic gold medal 
winners. 

“I’d have to say the cycling pro¬ 


gramme was one of my highlights of 
the Olympics, so I, as part of the Kent 
Sports Trust relay team, can’t wait to 
race Jason Kenny in the Revolve24 
event over at Brands Hatch on Sep¬ 
tember 10 and 11. 

“I’m not a natural cyclist by any 
stretch of the imagination, but to 
compete against the six-time Olympic 
gold medal winner will inspire me 
and our team as we raise funds for the 
KST Foundation and Help for 
Heroes.” 

The first three cycling trials at Cy¬ 
clopark, just south of Gravesend 
alongside the A2, will take place to¬ 
day (Sunday), September 25 and Oc¬ 
tober 22 from 2-4pm. 

■ Those looking to attend must regis¬ 
ter by going to www.goskyride.com/ 
Kent and searching Gravesend in the 
location bar. Riders wanting to take 
part must also ensure they bring their 
own bicycle. 


NO TRAINS at Cannon Street 
Saturday 27 Aug to Thursday 1 Sept 


THAMESLINK 

PROGRAMME 


Planned engineering work for the Thameslink Programme 
means there will be no Southeastern services at Cannon 
Street and fewer Southeastern services on other routes, 
as work continues to rebuild London Bridge station. 

Please consider changing your journey to work and allow 
more time, as services will be busier than usual. 


For more information, visit 
southeasternrailway.co.uk/august 


0 ¥ d>TLProgramme 


ThamesLink/ 


southeastern 



SOUTHERN 
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Ray of Sunshine for Dreamland 

It’s not been the best of times for Margate’s nostalgia-fuelled amusement park but this week it had 
some good news as it outlined plans for the £1.8m restoration of its cafe and cinema foyer entrance... 



By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


T HE restoration of the 
former Sunshine Cafe and 
cinema entrance foyer at 
Dreamland is set to get 
underway after a local 
contractor was appointed to carry 
out the work this week. 

Coombs won the race for the £1.8m 
contract after Thanet District Coun¬ 
cil ran an open tender process invit¬ 
ing interest in what it describes as 
the second phase of major redevelop¬ 
ment at the iconic Margate site. 

The work, which is backed by a 
successful Coastal Communities 
Fund bid secured in 2014, is set to 
start on site with immediate effect. 

It involves creating a lettable space 
on the site of the former cafe, which 
will include repairing the original 
building fabric, installing and replac¬ 
ing windows, re-roofing, restoring 
the building’s ‘fin’ and brick fascia, 
installing a lift, new external signage 
and installing neon lighting. 

Meanwhile, the foyer will be re¬ 
turned to its original 1930s design 
through the use of new brass hand 
railings, metal entrance doors, plas¬ 
tering to walls, Venetian plaster work 
to the ceiling, bespoke lighting and 
signage, internal doors and windows. 


This work will enable the former 
Sunshine Cafe to be brought back to 
life as a new restaurant for Margate, 
and the council is working towards 
identifying a potential operator for 
the restaurant. 

It is hoped this will pave the way 
for further development of the entire 
Art Deco Cinema Complex, which 
forms a major part of the overall site 
and will come as part of a future 
phase of the wider Dreamland 
redevelopment. 

It comes as a boost for Dreamland, 
which has endured a rough few 
months following the administration 
of operator Sands and Heritage 
Ltd, the resignation of CEO Eddie 
Kemsley and repairs needed for the 
park’s centrepiece - the Scenic 
Railway. 

However, a spokesperson for the 
amusement park confirmed that 
testing is now underway and bosses 
anticipate that the ride will be ready 
to take passengers soon, going into a 
bank holiday weekend when footfall 
is expected to be high. 

Thanet North MP Sir Roger Gale 
told KoS earlier this month he was 
“concerned” by the breakdown but 
had faith in the park’s ability to at¬ 
tract customers all year round. 

John Healey, managing director of 
Coombs who will be carrying out the 


work, said: “Coombs are extremely 
proud to be awarded a further phase 
of restoration work on this important 
seafront landmark. 

“We look forward to working with 
Thanet District Council’s team 
and will again employ local labour 
wherever possible, many of whom 
have a personal interest and desire 
to see the Dreamland complex 


restored to its former glory. 

“The completion of phase two 
works will significantly contribute to 
the continued regeneration of 
Margate.” 

Chris Wells, the Ukip leader of the 
district council, added: “We’re de¬ 
lighted to be working with Coombs, a 
local contractor, on such an iconic 
project. 


“The restoration of Dreamland has 
always been about working towards 
the redevelopment of the entire site, 
to make it flow and work as a whole 
entertainment complex. 

“This is the second major phase for 
the site and is a significant step for¬ 
ward which will further increase 
visitor enthusiasm in Dreamland as 
a destination.” 



VISIT US TODAY! WE HAVE A LIMITED QUANTITY OF CLEARANCE Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre 

LINES STILL AVAILABLE IN STORE WITH UP TO 50% OFF. Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 

Free parking and Free delivery. T’s & C’s apply. 01227 463 550 | WWW.naSOnS.CO.uk 


Sherborne Keswick 3 seater sofa 

Usual price £4399) 

With 20 models in this range, you are sure to find 
something to meet your seating requirements. 
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Competition 



n tickets to hank You 



e music... 


ATURDAY night and the 
lights are low... the Assem¬ 
bly Hall Tunbridge Wells is 
the place to go... 

The world’s longest-run¬ 
ning ABBA concert show is coming 
to town to celebrate the 40th anni¬ 
versary of the Swedish super group’s 
biggest selling hit - Dancing Queen. 

The song was a million-selling, 
number-one hit in 13 countries and it 
forms the climax to the international hit 
stage show Thank You for the Music. 

The production - which also fea¬ 
tures the UK’s most successful Bee 
Gees revue - is now in its 23rd year 
and is coming to Tunbridge Wells on 


Saturday, September 10, at 7.30pm 
Show producer Michael Taylor 
boasts that the spectacle has been de¬ 
lighting live music fans for longer 
than Bjorn, Benny, Agnetha and Fr¬ 
ida did during the 70s and 80s. 

“Dancing Queen represents the 
pinnacle of the group’s career, and we 
have produced a brand-new show 
rocking the sound of “the right mu¬ 
sic” for 2016.” 

The set list, drawn from ABBA’s 
nine number one hit singles, nine 
chart-topping albums and 19 top 20 
singles in the UK, includes solid-gold 
hits like Super Trouper; Waterloo; 
Mamma Mia; Thank You for the Mu¬ 


sic; Gimme, Gimme, Gimme; Know¬ 
ing Me Knowing You; Mamma Mia 
and, of course, Dancing Queen. 

Thank You for the Music also fea¬ 
tures show stealers The Magic of the 
Bee Gees. The trio, backed by a live 
band, perform original Bee Gees’ hits 
like Staying Alive, Massachusetts, 
Night Fever and How Deep is Your 
Love as well as million-sellers penned 
for other artists by the Bee Gees in¬ 
cluding Islands in the Stream, If I 
Can’t Have You and Chain Reaction. 

We have six pairs of tickets to what 
promises to be an amazing show. For 
your chance to win answer the sim¬ 
ple question below: 


■ Thank You for the Music cel¬ 
ebrates the 40th anniversary of 
which hit single? 

a) Dancing Queen 

b) Waterloo 

c) Gimme, Gimme, Gimme 

Good luck, the deadline for entries 
is 11.59pm on September 5. 

To enter, text KENT followed by MU¬ 
SIC and your answer then your first 
name, surname and email address to 
63333, e.g. KENTMUSIC C JOHN SMITH 
johnsmith@email.com. Texts cost 50p 
plus standard network rates. Winners 
will be selected from all correct entries. 
The promoter’s decision is final. Usual 
terms and conditions apply. Entries re¬ 


ceived after the closing date will not be 
counted, but you may still be charged. 
Alternatively enter by post to Thank you 
for the Music Competition, Archant KOS 
Media, Kent House, Station Road, Ash¬ 
ford, Kent TN23 1PP, including your 
name, address, postcode and contact tel¬ 
ephone number. 

By entering this competition you 
will automatically be subscribed to 
receive news and offers from Arch¬ 
ant. If you do not wish to receive de¬ 
tails of any other products or services, 
please text EXIT at the end of your 
message. Service Provider: JMedia 
UK Limited, SW4 7BX. Tel: 0207 720 
7130 




Morris & Turner 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE 
SHOWROOM 

• •• 

Bespoke made to measure fireplaces 
with a wide choice of finishes. 

Visit our showroom today for some 
friendly advice and quality service. 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

01634 813813 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad 
by text 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 

Simply VISIT 
us at: 


I Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 


www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 



REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company’s access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


SINGLE lady, 65, blonde, quiet 
nature, likes the outdoors, 
picnics, jiving, WLTM single 
gentleman for companionship 
and possible romance. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423411 | 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
WIDOW, 70s, brown hair and 
eyes, likes walking, pub lunches, 
places of interest, good 
company and lots more, seeking 
a kind genuine male, a n/s, 70- 
80. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 423359 

KIM. 32yrs, attractive blonde 
lady seeks discreet gent for 
daytime distractions. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3006 Box 421657 
GENUINE lady, 67, slim, GSOH, 
caring, honest, active, likes most 
things in life, days out, 

countryside, animals, long 
walks, visiting interesting places, 
cooking and holidays, WLTM a 
caring, honest male with GSOH, 
67-73, with similar interests. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423289 

JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 

Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

BARBARA, is a caring lady who 
seeks a man to care for, she will 
do anything to make you happy. 
Just give her a call today. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422411 $ 


PAT, petite blonde lady, GSOH, 
young looking for her age, seeks 
genuine gent any age with 
GSOH Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422393 
KERRY, 35yrs, married in open 
relationship, attractive, tall, slim 
and very presentable. Seeks 
discreet gent any age for casual 
pleasurable encounters. Tel: 
0906 515 3042 Box 422363 
KIM, 50, lovely kind, 5ft 6, 
brown eyes, dark curly hair, 
curvy figure seeks nice genuine 
guy for LTR, same age as me. 
Text only Mailbox: 5512493 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

RITA,, seeks a genuine male for 
friendship, days out, shes very 
friendly, genuine and social, give 
her a call ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422403 (§ 

EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box 421375 
MERRY, widow, dark hair, kind 
and caring, hoping to meet a 
kind gent for friendship, possibly 
more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4223391 
LORRAINE, attractive solvent 
brunette, 34yrs, own house/car 
wltm gent any age, looks 
unimportant but must have 
GSOH. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3030 Box 422415 
50YRS, old attractive lady. 
Sheila, caring honest, seeks 
discreet gent ACA. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422469 $ 


TAMLA, naughty but nice, curvy 
kitten! I am 46yrs and love to have 
some fun. Dates/Chats, something 
different. Pis call me. Text Only 
Box:4185035 

GENUINE, GSH, attractive, 
outgoing professional female, 55. 
Enjoys keeping fit, socialising and 
travel, WLTM similar male for 
relationship. Text only Mailbox: 
5453851 

MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, holidays 
especially cruising, WLTM similar 
aged gentleman with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421427 

JO, mature understanding worldly 
Essex lady, seeks generous gent 
for regular fetish fantasy role-play, 
discretion assured. Text only 
Mailbox: 5320299 
FEMALE, blue eyes, slim and 
pretty, from South Africa, young 
fifties, seeking a sincere, retired 
gentleman, who resides close to 
the sea. Text only Mailbox: 
5456242 

SINGLE late 60s female, n/s, 
GSOH, likes going out and being 
active, not fun on my own, seeking 
single male, 66-70, n/s, with 
GSOH, to share each others 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421433 

MATURE lady early 80s, family 
orientated, likes dancing, holidays 
especially cruising, WLTM similar 
aged gentleman with similar 
interests. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 421429 


KIND lady, 50s, been broken 
hearted, seeks kind, genuine man 
for caring relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 419889 $ 
MARION, early 70s, young at 
heart, GSOH, active, likes walking, 
gardening, meals out, travel, 
theatre and animals, looking for 
male friendship to share interests. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
419657$ 

CHANTELLE, 5ft3 light 
brown/blonde hair, blue eyes, like 
nights in/out, walks, animals, 
romance seeks honest guy. 
Littlehampton. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 4923883 


HELEN, widow 58, medium build, 
5ft 4ins, blonde, GSOH, likes a 
chat, days out, looking to start 
again with someone of similar age. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
376243 § 

SARAH 29yr old pretty slim single 
mum of one, interesting, lively, 
good fun, enjoys nights in/out, 
music, seeking similar easy going, 
genuine, honest man/dad to get to 
know. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 415841 " 


SUGAR Daddy available! 1 
Mature, tall, slim, natural dark ' 
hair, seeks lady, age unimportant. 
Not afraid of commitment. Tel 1 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 1 
418889$ 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


Men Seeking 

mydate24l 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


TIREDJF SEARCHING? LET LOVE FIND YOU! 



SENDING A TEXT! 


TEXT 


MATCH TO 89990 


before cofSddeBlscennEx-,..^ 
to ty rote-vise users Nc moires can 9i 
auce n\A donotgnw persons) Seise to 


Customer support 
Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


ORIENTAL lady, honest, caring, 
loves walking, WLTM a reliable, 
sincere man for LTR. Text only 
Mailbox: 5443434 
FEMALE, young 58, 5ft2, size 14, 
blonde, bubbly, GSOH, warm, 
loving, kind and caring, loves 
music, animals, seaside, looking 
for that special someone. Text 
only Mailbox: 4715158 
GENUINE single female 49, 
seeking good-natured, intelligent, 
polite, single male for 
friendship/relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox: 4198603 
KIND, caring lady of African origin, 
living in UK for past 20 years, 
looking for a gentleman who is kind 
and caring, must have a GSOH. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421041 

LUCY, 32, blonde, tall and slim, 
looking for a casual fling, nothing 
serious. Discretion needed and 
assured. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 420237 

ANGELA, 53, African origin, 
looking for a kind, genuine, caring 
gentleman, 60 years +. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 421039 


GENTLEMAN, 76yrs old, clean¬ 
shaven with a good head of hair 
and a smart dresser, hoping to 
meet lady for 

friendship/relationship. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423645 
DAVE genuine guy, 6ft, black hair, 
blue eyes, medium build, likes 
sports, gardening, music, seeks 
female with GSOH and genuine. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
388372 

BRIAN, 6ft3, fit, bit grey but 
genuine and kind, looking for a 
naughty female, for no strings adult 
fun, if you’re interested please get 
back to me, ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 423483 
LIVELY old boy, OHAC, near sea 
in Folkestone, into red wine, garlic 
and Radio 3, seeks lady 
companion/lover, 58-68 yo. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422621 $ 

MALE, ^3,5ft6^ single, 

hardworking, looking for slim/small 
lady, 40-56. Maidstone, Kent. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423363 | 

OUTGOING male, seeking 
attractive female, likes sports, 
music, cinema and nights out. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414793 

ANDREW, 50, slim to medium 
build, lives in Ashford/Kent area, 
WLTM a women, 40-70, for 
discreet fun, would be great to hear 
from you so get back to find out 
more! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:423271 $ 

SLIM, 5ft 6 white male WLTM 18 to 
42 year old lady for friendship. Text 
only Mailbox: 5441709 


GARY, 53, caring, likes snooker, 
bowls, looking for a nice woman to 
meet and fall in love with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423145 $ 
EDWARD, 77, looking for a 
companion South East area of 
Kent, for holidays, days out, social 
events, and lots more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 423039 $ 
HAPPY go lucky divorced man, 48, 
6ft, well built, seeks gorgeous 
female to share love and laughs 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:383719 

TONY black male, 58, 5ft6, med 
build, n/s, seeking a local mature 
fun loving female 40/75 in the 
Chatham/Gillingham area for 
discreet fun. Text only Mailbox: 
5459052 

BARRY 47, 6ft, well built, seeks 
female for wining, dining and fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:361787 

GARY 48, 6ft, well-built, dark hair, 
brown eyes, seeks passionate 
female for fun times in and out. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
387175 

VINCENT 48, 6ft, well built, seeks 
lady for fun nights in and out. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
377397 

MALE, widower, n/s, would love to 
meet buxom friendly lady, up to 70, 
for friendship at first, interests 
include all types of music, walking, 
quizzes. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 422957 

PAUL 49 5ft 8ins likes eating/nights 
in/out seeks loving female for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
404013 


48YR old divorced male, 6ft, well 
built, seeks lady for fun and 
laughter. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 380789 
PHILLIP, 66, into farming and 
country life, looking for a loyal, 
genuine lady, someone I can 
trust, to go on holidays with and 
spend time together. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

422699 $ 

TONY, early 60s, 6ft, slim, fit, 
easy going, looking for no strings 
fun with a lady, age unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422643 $ 

TALL single early 60's male 
looking for pure hearted lady for 
LTR. Text only Mailbox: 
5496781 

HANDSOME male, mid 40s, dark 
hair, hazel eyes, wishes to meet 
appropriate female for fun, 
friendship and perhaps more, 
please get in touch if interested. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422587 $ 

LOCAL Sevenoaks man, seeks 
local lady for fun and friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 417127 
PAUL 52, seeks loving female for 
exciting times, meals out, 
weekends away, cosy nights in. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
418077$ 

MALE, 54, shyish, looking for fun 
times with a lady, 60-70, with 
GSOH, status unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422431 

PROFESSIONAL, romantic 
male, 44, likes meals out, 
cinema, music, holidays, seeks 
female, 30-55 for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 250195 
CHRIS, from Folkestone, 71, 
5ft9, widower, green eyes, lonely, 
n/s, OHAC, likes gardening, the 
coast, pubs, dining out, holidays, 
cruises, days out, WLTM similar 
lady to share interests, can travel. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422375 


MIKE, 64, outgoing person, 
enjoys life, likes sport, cricket, 
nice meals out, holidays, WLTM 
someone to share interests and 
quality time. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422329 
COLIN, 56, 6ft, medium build, 
clean and tidy with a tidy beard, 
I’m after some TLC with no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 422359$ 
HARLOW male, 40 kincL 
attractive, happy, considerate 
looking to meet slim female for 
LTR, children welcome. Text 
only Mailbox: 5468389 
FRIENDLY passionate male, 55, 
6ft, medium build, clean, discreet, 
lots of TLC to offer, seeks female 
for fun times. Canterbury Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 381222 
PAUL 48, 5ft 8ins, GSOH, likes 
music, cinema, seeks female for 
fun, friendship and LTR. 
Tunbridge Wells. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 371985 


slim 

blue eyes, 
short brown hair, 
very fit, would like to 
meet older lady for 
regular N S A fun. East 
Sussex. Text only Mailbox: 
4529089 

Gay 

Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 



‘EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

80098costs 1 1 SO per tncwogr To STOP WMt 
woo to 80098 5«v** pmldKl by JMecHaUK 
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MALE, 58, very outgoing, looking 
for attractive female, slim to 
medium build, for adult fun and 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 421883$ 

MALE, 55 looking for mature lady 
for outings and adult fun, easy 
going, GSOH, nice looking and a 
bit shy. Text only Mailbox: 
4922399 

YOUNG 50s male looking for 
discreet daytime kisses and 
cuddles with nice female. Kent 
and Sussex. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 421601 $ 
FEMININE sensual female, slim- 
medium build wanted by slim, 
kind male for daytime meets, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 414809 


Bl male, aged 54 seeks similar for 
friendship and fun. Text only 
Mailbox: 4623598 
TOBY, 41yrs, recently divorced, 
now seeking different relationship, 
bi curious but not gay, like minded 
to me, any age. Text Only Box: 
4125006 

PETER, 85, 5ft6, semi retired, 
WLTM a man for casual meets, 
nothing too heavy. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 423423$ 
MALE looking for male, 30-60 for 
no strings fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 406049 
EASY going, friendly guy, slim, n/s, 
likes the outdoors, gardening, 
cinema, theatre, music, WLTM a 
nice guy, 50-60s. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422741 
Bl guy heavy build, WLTM 
assertive adventurous white or 
Indian guy for mutual pleasure. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 4321273 

Friends 

FEMALE seeking genuine straight 
female for daytrips, out to meet 
socially for lunch/coffee. Text only 
to Mailbox No: 4748240 


M 


Follow us 
on 

@% locally 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
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Specialists in installation of: Aluminium Bi-Fold doors 
Patio doors | Conservatories | Windows | Exterior doors 


LOCAL P60PL6 | LOCAL SERVICE | AMAZING RESULTS 

Cut out the middle man and get the best prices straight 
from the manufacturer, situated right on your doorstep. 


The only supplier of Aluminium frames in Medway! 


T: 01634 712 432 | M: 07850 036 800 
lnfo@mcewindows.co.uk 

www.mcewindowsanddoors.co.uk 


3H 


Helping Hands 
for Holidays 


Houdoyi for Ditoklsd Pooplo 
Resp>e for Ca.'trt 


®mcE 

WINDOWS AND DOORS 
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F OR many years, Med¬ 
way seemed to repre¬ 
sent an area facing an 
uphill struggle simply 
to survive. 

The closure of the Dockyard in 
1984 saw thousands of jobs lost 
and signalled the end of the 
area’s traditional industrial 
backbone. 

But over the years, the transi¬ 
tion from troubled area to rising 
star has taken place. 

Today all the talk is not of un¬ 
employment and challenge, but 
of opportunity and ever increas¬ 
ing aspiration. 

It has not ignored its past as it 
moves forward. In fact it has 
used it as the foundation upon 


which to build a brighter tomor¬ 
row. Quite literally in many cas¬ 
es as the former dockyard and 
port area is transformed from 
heavy industry into thriving 
modern facilities. 

Education, leisure, retail and 
housing are expanding to appeal 
to the needs of today’s society. 

And the consequence is that 
Medway is increasingly comfort¬ 
able in its own skin. Those that 
live there can see the changes. 

An influx of new residents and 
businesses are injecting a vi¬ 
brancy into the place. 

There are still improvements 
needed, still hurdles to leap, but 
Medway is no longer stuck in a 
quagmire where it was being 


sucked down by a glorious past 
that it was constructed original¬ 
ly around. It looks back, but it 
does not stop pushing forward. 

This guide is designed to cele¬ 
brate and highlight the chang¬ 
ing face of such an integral part 
of Kent. 

To open the eyes of those who 
live and work here not to over¬ 
look its innate splendour. Or 
those who remain caught up in 
old habits of thinking they have 
to leave the district in order to 
shop, eat and enjoy themselves. 

Medway today is both magnifi¬ 
cent and growing. 

The regeneration continues - 
watch this space to see just how 
exciting it will get. 
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SAMPLE AVAILABLE INSTORE 


18mm £17.99 perm 2 
25mm £21.99 per m 2 
35mm £23.99 per m 2 



prices pop i 
or call! 


Specialist Decking 
available - Grassdeck Pro/ 
Walksure/composite 

Reversible, treated decking 
150 x 32mm - £1.79 per m 2 . 

Lengths available 3.6m, 
4.2m, 4.8m and 5.1m 



New green & brown 
Sleepers 

2.4m £14.99 + vat each 
3m £19.99 + vat each 
Reclaimed grade A 
£21.99 + vat each 
2.4 metre Oak Sleepers 
£25.99 +VAT 


Pop in for a brochure today 



Raven slabs 

Colours available red/buff/ 
light grey/dark grey 
Slabs from £2.10 each! 



Fence panels 
6x6 Waney from £18.99 
6x6 F-Edge From £24.95 

Gravel Boards and Posts 
6ft concrete posts, 
post mix, 6x6 wide 
concrete gravel boards 
IN STOCK 







Indian Sandstone, 
Indian Stone Circles & 
Indian Stone Pavers 

Special offer 
just £16.99m 2 
when ordering a crate 



Shingle, Sand & Cement 
Maxi-bags 

Sand (approx 40kg) 

£1.99 + vat each 
Mastercrete Cement 
(approx 25kg) 
£3.99 + vat each 
Shingle (approx 40kg) 
£1.99 + vat each 


READY MIXED CONCRETE/SCREED • FENCING • BRICKS • TIMBER 



•*>V: ' • 


Decorative 

aggregates 

and large rockery stones 


You’ve tried the rest now try the best YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR BUILDING SUPPLIES 
Trade & Retail Open: Mon-Fri 7.00-5.30pm Open all-day Saturday 
GILLINGHAM Sarena House, Bredgar Road, Gillingham, Kent ME8 6PL 
Telephone 01634 366040 Fax 01634 23291 
Email: salesgillingham@mbs.uk.com 
www.mitchambuildersmerchant.co.uk 



FREE INSTALLATION 

with every complete kitchen order 

When ordered before 30th September. See in store for full details 


75 High Street, Rainham, Gillingham, Kent ME8 7HS 
Tel: 01634 361115 Visit: www.kitchenculturekent.com 


KITCHEN 
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Building a brighter 
regenerated future 


REGENERATION 

emiLy.king@archantco.uk 

S INCE the closure of 

the dockyard in 1984, 
Medway has been 
through a prolonged 
period of regenera¬ 
tion, rising from the ashes to 
usher in a new look and fresh 
vitality. 

Anyone who lived in the area 
during this period of transition, 
will have seen the changes first 
hand and experienced the 
positive steps forward for quality 
of life, the economy, leisure, and 
health. 

Its re-emergence has been 
influenced by its past with a nod 
to its proud heritage as it strides 
towards its future. 

The regeneration rides on the 
rails of 11 key themes. 

They include housing, 
learning and skills, tourism and 
heritage. 

We are midway through a 
carefully orchestrated 20-year 


regeneration strategy, spear¬ 
headed and driven forward by 
Medway Council in co-operation 
with a number of development 
partners. 

The majority of the revival is 
built upon the huge swathes of 
land which were once the 
dockyard and Medway port. 

This has freed up quantities of 
prime real estate upon which the 
latest phase of development is 
being built. 

Once the scene of heavy 
industry, the ground is now 
heavy under the weight of the 
glass-fronted finery of a new 
generation of homes and 
commercial developments. 

Each phase has a key purpose 
and fits into the overall plan. 

Chatham Waters was previ¬ 
ously part of the Medway Ports 
site. Since 2013 it has seen 
significant investment with the 
building of an Asda supermarket 
and the new breed of secondary 
education - the university 
technology college. 

Next to Chatham Waters is the 


success of the Dockside Outlet 
Centre which opened in 2012 
and consists of shops, restau¬ 
rants, gyms and a cinema, 
making leisure a big plus for 
Chatham locals. 

Next on the success roll call is 
Rochester train station. 

The station finished its 
£26m renovations in December 
2015 and as a result commuters 
can now catch five extra trains 
to London in the mornings and 
one extra back in the evening, 
making transport to and from 
the area all the more easy. 

Furthermore, when it comes to 
housing, there is the potential to 
create new homes for thousands 
of families. 

Rochester Riverside will take 
some 12,000 homes over the 
next 12 years, and although 
currently on pause after some 
well publicised hiccups, there is 
still hope Lodge Hill will provide 
development for 5,000 homes; 
on the former MoD army 
barracks at Chattenden, near 
Rochester. 
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* ALL YOUR ® 

j IMliliK NEEDS 

UNDER ONE ROOF! 

Kents largest independent supplier 
of decking, fence panels, trellis boards 
& Velux windows, offering one of the 

best selections and service. 

Free local delivery on orders over £100 

264 Napier Road, Gillingham Kent ME 7 4HL 
Telephone: 01634 853067 
sales@lakesidetimber.co uk 
www.lakesidetimber.co.uk 
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VELUX 




tgz 


The Artificial 
Grass Specialists! 


We have a wide selection of artificial grass 
deals including our NEW striped grass. 

A new unique multicolour blade giving a 
fantastic just mown stripe effect! 




Sameday Dispatch for orders placed by 3pm Mon-Fri 
Premium Timed & White labeled Deliveries Available 
Next Working Day Service Available 
FREE Delivery Offer on orders over £149* 
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Creating a powerful cultural offering 



CULTURE 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 

F ROM hosting early per¬ 
formances from the likes 
of the Beatles, the Rolling 
Stones and David Bowie, 
the towns have long 
been a destination for the biggest 
performers. 

As a consequence, the cultural 
offering in Medway has not only 
provided venues for art, drama and 


live music, but also spawned some 
of the nation’s most influential crea¬ 
tive talents. 

From the likes of fashion design¬ 
ers Zandra Rhodes and Karen Mil- 
len to the artist Billy Childish, the 
unique nature of the towns has 
helped fire imaginations. 

And the current and future gen¬ 
eration will have plenty to inspire 
them too with a broad spectrum of 
opportunity to absorb or showcase 
their own burgeoning talents. 

From the range of artistic endeav¬ 


ours that fall under the Nucleus 
Arts banner, an award winning 
arts organisation founded by 
the Halpern Charitable Foundation, 
designed to promote the arts in 
the area, it opens the door on a host 
of talent and creativity with 
branches in Chatham and 
Rochester. 

For those who prefer the big stage, 
the Central Theatre, Chatham is a 
council-run theatre that showcases 
a wide range of entertainment from 
children’s shows to big name music 
acts and comedians - not to men¬ 
tion staging a hugely popular an¬ 
nual pantomime. 

The 400-seat capacity Brook 
Theatre, based in what was once 
Chatham Town Hall, is another 
venue under the auspices of Med¬ 
way Council; regularly hosting jazz 
and folk evenings, the Medway 
Comedy Club, and studio showcase 
evenings. 

More bijou is the Medway Little 
Theatre. Formerly a disused ware¬ 
house, it now has two active youth 
groups covering ages seven to 18. 

Cinemagoers have major multi¬ 
plexes in both Chatham and Ro¬ 
chester, showcasing the latest big 
movies. 

And few have failed to be excited 
by the annual Rochester Castle con¬ 
certs which take place each year 
and attract some of the biggest acts. 

The castle also holds open air cin¬ 
ema nights with September seeing 


the likes of classics The Goonies, 
Monty Python’s Life of Brian and 
Baz Luhrmann’s Romeo & Juliet set 
to play to packed audiences. 

Alternatively if you’d like a whole 
day out with friends or family, 
Medway boasts a strong line-up of 
festivals. 

Among them, celebrating Charles 
Dickens’ numerous close links with 
the area, is the hugely popular Dick¬ 
ensian Christmas Festival. 


And in the summer, thousands 
flock to the Dickens Festival too. 

Earlier in the year, there’s the 
Sweeps Festival, harking back to 
days gone by. 

Those who prefer something a lit¬ 
tle more relaxed can head to the 
Medway Beer Festival which takes 
place at the Stanley Ballroom in 
Chatham this November 3-5. 

So, if you like your culture varied 
then Medway is the place to be! 
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Independent Care 



Independent care is a leading provider 
of home care services in Medway. 

We are seeking Community Care Workers to provide care 
and support for elderly people living in their own homes. 

Various shifts available which include full time, part time, 
weekend, evenings and four on four off rolling rota. 

Experience is preferred but not essential as full training is provided. 

Full UK driving licence and own mobile and vehicle is essential. 

Successful candidates will enjoy good pay rates, petrol and travel 
allowances, NVQ and paid training courses along with 4 weeks 
annual holiday pro rata. 

Please call Caroline on 01634 730004 during office hours. 



Friday 23rd - Sunday 25th September 


Real Ale Festival 

Friday 23rd 8.30pm - Contraband 
Saturday 24th 3pm - Calli Malpas 
Saturday 24th 8.30pm - The Benz 


Sunday 25th 3pm - Noel Gallagher Experience 



179 Capstone Road, Chatham, Kent, ME5 7PP 
01634 400800 | www.waggonathale.com 



When it comes to planning a new kitchen there's a lot to think about. 

With everything from styles to appliances and luxury touches to consider, kitchens can 
often seem like one of the most challenging rooms in a home to remodel. 


Here at Ream we understand this, which is why we do our best to help you take the stress out of designing a 
kitchen, leaving you free to enjoy your new space. From a traditional country kitchen to a sleek, minimal, ultra 
modern space, our designers are on hand to create a bespoke kitchen design based on the space available, 
as well as how you want to interact with it. 


Visit our 8000 square foot showroom and enter 
our FREE prize draw to win £50 of vouchers 


r#ream 


Get inspired: www.ream.co.uk 


(Open: Monday - Saturday 9.00 -17.30) 


10 & 11 Matilda Close, Gillingham Business Park, Gillingham, Kent ME8 OPY 
758 Sidcup Road, New Eltham, London SE9 3NS 



FOLLOWING TEN YEARS OF THE AGATHA CHRISTIE THEATRE COMPANY 
A NEW CHAPTER - FROM THE WRITERS OF MURDER SHE WROTE 


Bill KENWRIGMl 

MCttwn 

GARY MAVERS 
ALEX FERNS 
SUSIE AMY 
ANITA HARRIS 
MARK WYNTER 
LAUREN DRUMMOND 
AND BEN NEALON 


Theatre Company 

REHEARSAL 


. 3HT WROTFl 


LEVINSON* 
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SHOPPING: Pentagon Shopping Centre offers an array of high street 
favourites 




Variety of destinations 
for your retail therapy 


SHOPPING 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 

F ROM busy, cobbled high 
streets to big, spacious 
shopping centres, Medway 
has it all to offer and does 
not disappoint. 

And while it is far too easy in this 
day and age to jump in the car and 
head to one of the big shopping com¬ 
plexes, it can be easy to overlook the 
plethora of stores, big and small, 
which line the streets offering every¬ 
thing the discerning shopping could 
need. 

Rochester High Street is not only a 
shopaholic’s dream but pleasing to 
the eye and steeped in history. 

Amid the hustle and bustle of tour¬ 
ists and locals, the architecture is 
stunning and many are painted in 
bright, stand-out colours to create a 
very special atmosphere. 

Streets are lined with independent, 
quirky shops; the new life blood for 
high streets as they face up to a new 
reality and our differing shopping 
habits. 

Want to make a day of it? Rochester 
High Street has around 40 restau¬ 
rants and places to eat. There’s a bit of 
everything food-wise, Cumin Club for 
an Indian feast, Topes for some tradi¬ 
tional British cuisine, Chiquito for a 
spicy Mexican, or perhaps Limehouse 
Thai for a thai green that’ll blow your 
socks off. 

And with pubs-a-plenty too, such 
as The Golden Lion, and The Eagle 
Tavern. A bite to eat and something 
to drink is surely the ideal accompa¬ 
niment to a little retail therapy. 
Alternatively, if you decide to take a 


stroll down Chatham High Street, 
there’s the Pentagon Shopping Cen¬ 
tre, home to more than 60 stores and 
food outlets. 

Among them are independently 
owned cafes, such as Jesse’s Cafe, 
and Cafe Sinatra, which have been 
praised by locals and visitors on trav¬ 
ellers’ online bible, TripAdvisor. 

By Chatham Marina is the Dock- 
side Outlet Centre. Inside are well- 
known, big-name shopping brands 
such as Cadbury, Marks and Spen¬ 
cers, Trespass, and Clarks, which are 
accompanied by cafes and restau¬ 
rants like Burger King, Caffe Fratelli, 
and Boomers Bakery. 


Moving away from Chatham and 
into Gillingham, you will find 
Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre. 
Boasting around 45 shops, it is 
currently extending the size of its 
New Look store to at least double the 
size. 

The shopping centre also holds a 
monthly farmers’ market which 
consists of stallholders selling local 
produce. 

And the good news is that with the 
continual regeneration plans, the 
range and variety of retailers across 
the towns is only set to grow ever 
wider as developments are built and 
opened. 



VARIETY: There’s plenty of shopping choices and places to relax too 
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Rainham School for Girls 


“passionate about the wellbeing of every student” 

Ofsted 2016 


k , . | _LI I " iP 

Derwent Way, Rainham, GillinghaTn, Kyi! MES OBX 
Tel: 01634 362746 Fax: 01634 368334 
Email: at6nin®rsg.yg.uk www.rsg.otg.iit 


FOR COURSES STARTING 
SEPTEMBER 2017 


SIXTH FORM 
OPEN EVENING 

Thursday 10th November 

6pm - 8pm 

The evening will commence promptly 
at 6pm with a short introduction in the 
Main Hail, followed by the opportunity 
to talk to staff and students 
about the individual courses on offer. 


Academically successful 
sixth form for both 
female and male students 


Great Sixth Form facilities! 


THAT 


HAnliim if Jiotf! fen- Liirii n. part nHh* K-MTinrf Aridanln TiltvI 

P-cOAurMf In L-nqijp-d Ffumb^ OJM32 Jl 

hKHncraf rfctfio* Ktrnrul TrthAcJ.ygy lIoU-jq* hY«iwh W*j Mnip ti# 1 i 5** 
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GRADUATION: Students from the University 
of Kent’s Medway campus en route to their 
degree ceremony at Rochester Cathedral. 
Below, the University of Greenwich’s Medway 
buildings, left, and the multi-million pound 
frontage of the MidKent College campus, right. 


Fulfilling potential for future growth 


EDUCATION 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 

H OME to not one but 
three different universi¬ 
ties, and a college, Med¬ 
way is paving the way 
for future generations’ 

success. 

The concept is very simple - deliv¬ 
er a top class education, injecting 
life, aspiration and vibrancy in 
to the towns and then generate 


the jobs with new developments to 
keep those talents here to life and 
work. 

For Medway the focus on educa¬ 
tion has been very deliberate and 
extremely successful. 

From high performing grammar 
schools to well rounded non-selec- 
tives, the variety is there for the dis¬ 
cerning parent. 

For fee-paying parents, there is 
even the opportunity to attend 
a school which is based in the 
former home of none other 


than Charles Dickens. 

A relative newcomer to the educa¬ 
tion mix in the towns is the Medway 
University Technical College in 
Chatham. 

A new breed of establishment, it 
offers a secondary education with 
a twist, offering the national 
curriculum but with a leaning to¬ 
wards engineering. 

Such a move is more than a nod to 
the traditional industrial past of the 
area as it builds towards its prosper¬ 
ous tomorrow. 


It sits within the education zone 
which has seen cutting edge 
facilities and historic buildings 
re-purposed for some of the region’s 
key education establishments. 

MidKent College in Gillingham, 
which opened in September 2009, 
has a £86 million campus which 
offers vocational training facilities, 
as well as its own fine dining 
restaurant, travel agency, hairdress¬ 
ers, and a learning resource 
centre. 

It provides a fine stepping zone of 


vocational courses between school 
and university, apprenticeships or 
employment. 

There are also an unprecedented 
three universities which have Med¬ 
way campuses here too. 

They include the University of 
Kent, University of Greenwich and 
Canterbury Christ Church 
University. 

All provide a mix of leisure and 
sporting facilities to ensure students 
graduate in style and with the best 
facilities. 



MUJKent college 
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Have you got an annexe or garage to convert that could create a potential income? 

With 30 years in the holiday business, we have gained a high degree of experience and 
a wealth of knowledge. We understand the market well and know what guests are looking for. 

250 Unique properties across Kent and Sussex 
Meeting the needs of the ever growing holiday home market 
Impartial support and advice 
Boost and increase bookings 
Maximised return on your investment 

Our homeowner team offers a personal and tailor made service and we are happy to advise and 
talk you through any queries or concerns you may have, looking after you every step of the way. 

Talk to us today to discuss the letting potential of your property. 


KENT & SUSSEX W* 

HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

Offices: Cranbrook 01580 720770, Sandwich 01304 619444 
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Open your eyes to 
all that surrounds us 


TOURISM 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


I T is hard to think of another 
area in the county as knee 
deep in fascinating, 
significant, history as 
Medway. 

From the towering cathedral 
and magnificent castle to the 
place where one of literature’s fin¬ 
est, Charles Dickens, lived and 
died, the history buff is truly spoilt 
for choice. 

But it is the ability to trace 
the rise and fall of Britain’s global 
clout which fascinates so many. 

Today the Historic Dockyard 
Chatham is one of the county’s 
most popular tourist attractions, 


combining history, education and 
politics in an unforgettable day 
out for the whole family. 

But it is through the history 
of the dockyard that you can 
follow the creation of our great 
Navy and its steady decline over 
the years. 

For those wanting a more mod¬ 
ern twist, the site is also home to 
the backdrop of a whole host of 
blockbuster movies. 

Everything from Sherlock Hol¬ 
mes to Les Miserables has been 
filmed there in recent years. 

Sticking with the defence 
theme, there’s Fort Amherst. 

The fort was used as a civil 
defence centre in both world 
wars, and has more than 300 
years of military history. 


Visitors can take part in daily 
tours of the network of under¬ 
ground tunnels and investigate 
what is dubbed “one of Kent’s 
most haunted locations”. 

Stepping away from history is 
Diggerland - a theme park which 
allows children and adults alike to 
ride, drive and operate real dig¬ 
gers, dumpers and other con¬ 
struction machinery. 

The park also has indoor and 
outdoor play areas, sandpits, coin 
operated rides so that toddlers 
can enjoy themselves while the 
big kids amongst us play. 

Even if you’ve lived here all your 
life, the chances are you’ll find 
something new, interesting and 
educational right on your door¬ 
step to explore. 
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As Featured on BBC’s Antique Road Trip Celebrity Version” 


HAVE YOU DISCOVERED THE 
WONDERS OF PETTICOAT LANE? 


A vintage and handmade heaven in Kent... 

Kent’s Biggest & Best Emporium with over 200 Independent Purveyors of Vintage* Retro* Antique* Curios. 


PETTICOAT Lane Emporium in Ramsgate is, at 15,000 
square feet, the South East’s largest and newest indoor 
shopping extravaganza of it’s type. The proprietors 
Richard Tozer and Kevin Shaw have taken this former 
roller-skating rink in Ramsgate and launched an 
Aladdin’s Cave of wonders. With vintage, retro, craft, 
art and antique merchandise, including an independent 
shop, Retropolis Curiosities, it is the ideal place to find 
that elusive exclusive and unique present! 

The concept of Petticoat Lane Emporium is to provide 
a pleasant environment where shoppers can browse 
the 200 independent 




stalls & cabinets, catch up with friends and share a pleasant 
pot of tea and a bite to eat in the vintage themed Baker Street 
TeaRoom. The Emporium caters for all shoppers needs with 
disabled access and on site rest rooms, dogs are even 
welcome. Pop along and we are sure you won’t be 
disappointed! 

Scoring 90 percent, here are some comments from visitors 
on Trip Advisor: 

“....enjoyed visiting here lots of quirky and quaint things 
to see, ideal for collectors. “ 

“Great way to spend several hours looking and buying 
collectors item” 

“welcoming with a gorgeous cafe” 


To be part of the South Easts largest emporium and pitch enquiries phone 01303 487 124 

Petticoat Lane Emporium, 47 Dumpton Park Drive, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 8AD 

Tel: 01843 599005 | petticoatemporium@hotmail.com | www.petticoatemporium.com CO 
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Venues attract fans 
from across county 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


T HE only Football League 
club in the county, Gill¬ 
ingham are well followed 
and well supported across 
Kent. 

Currently plying their trade in the 
third tier of English professional foot¬ 
ball, League One, under the steward¬ 
ship of Justin Edinburgh, the Gills got 
fans’ hearts racing last season with a 
genuine push for promotion. 

Top for the majority of the cam¬ 
paign, the boss admitted himself his 
players were overperforming and 
somewhat punching above their 
weight, so a collapse in the spring 
that saw them fall out of the top two 
and indeed the play-off places was 
perhaps to be expected if no less 
gutting. 

This year, however, his players are 
a year older and wiser and will take 
the experience gained last year 
into mounting another promotion 
challenge. 

They proved their mettle this week 
with a surprise 2-1 victory over Pre¬ 
mier League outfit Watford after ex¬ 


tra time in the EFL Cup, even despite 
star man Bradley Dack missing a 
penalty. 

Dack scored what proved to be the 
winner late in the day after Mark 
Byrne had equalised from distance. 

The win put the Gills in the hat for 
the third round with the country’s 
top clubs, where they were handed a 
mouthwatering tie with Edinburgh’s 
former club, Tottenham Hotspur, at 
White Hart Lane next month. 

Chairman Paul Scally has made 
no secret of his desire to move to a 
bigger ground to facilitate the club’s 
growing fanbase, but for now Priest- 
field is a recognisable, familiar and 
very capable home. 

Away from football, the 
1,000-seater rink, home to the In- 
victa Dynamos ice hockey team, also 
in Gillingham, proves a big hit with 
sports fans. 

The Dynamos ended the 2015/16 
season in an impressive second place 
in the NIHL South Division 1, behind 
Essex outfit Chelmsford Chieftains. 

A 0-0 draw with the Wightlink 
Raiders in Gillingham on the final 
day of the campaign meant that the 
Mos bowed out of the Playoffs at the 
semi-final stage. 


With 52 points from their 36 
games, however, there is plenty to 
build on to come back stronger when 
the next season kicks off on Satur¬ 
day, September 10. 

Medway was also well represented 
at the recent Olympic Games in Bra¬ 
zil, where Team GB defied all expec¬ 
tations to return home with the 
second most gold medals in the 
entire competition, ahead of the 
likes of China and Russia and only 
behind the sporting powerhouse 
that is the US. 

Chatham trampolinist Kat Dris¬ 
coll impressed in her event and spoke 
of being overwhelmed when the 
team touched down at Heathrow to 
a heroes’ welcome earlier this week. 

“It’s been incredible, they played 
the national anthem before we left,” 
she said. 

“It has been a really nice way to 
end it.” 

Speaking about how it was differ¬ 
ent to London 2012, she said: “All 
the extra emotions you normally get 
from a crowd you have to get from 
your team mates. That part I have 
really, really enjoyed.” 

Indeed the government’s sports 
minister is also an MP for Chatham 


and Aylesford. 

Tracey Crouch was in South Amer¬ 
ica cheering on Driscoll and other 
athletes from across the county, and 
said following the conclusion of the 
Games: “The lifelong dedication and 
commitment of the athletes is backed 
up by the best support team of physi¬ 
os, nutritionists, analysts etc in the 
world and underpinned by the fund¬ 
ing from the lottery and government 
making us all part of Team GB. 

“However the Herculean efforts of 


those performing in Rio, including lo¬ 
cal athletes from Kent and Medway, 
has made us all so proud and I’m 
sure will go on to inspire future 
generations.” 

Steve Wolfe, CEO of Kent Sports 
Trust, added: “Kat Driscoll, who grew 
up in Medway, has shown how far 
you can go with determination and 
willpower. To finish sixth at the Ol¬ 
ympics will encourage so many more 
girls and boys to take up trampolin- 
ing for the first time.” 


HOME: Gillingham play their home games at Priestfield and attract supporters from all over the county, not just in 
Medway 
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Corbyn supporters set to rally as 
rival Smith makes a county visit 

Labour suffered another blow in a county council by-election, but supporters of the under-fire party 
leader are launching a campaign in Thanet as Owen Smith outlined his own plans in trip to Medway 



By Simon Allin & Tom Pyman 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


A CAMPAIGN to “trans¬ 
form” the Isle of Thanet 
will launch this week¬ 
end when supporters of 
Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn descend on Ramsgate. 

Mr Corbyn has proved a polarising 
figure since June’s EU Referendum, 
and is currently facing a leadership 
challenge, although bookies make 
him strong favourite to remain at the 
head of the party. 

However, the Momentum Thanet 
group will show their support for the 
under-fire leader and reveal a plan to 
create better jobs, homes, health and 
education in the district at a rally on 
Saturday, September 3. 

Organiser Christine Tongue said: 
“Just after Jeremy Corbyn was first 
elected, shadow chancellor John Mc¬ 
Donnell came to Ramsgate and chal¬ 
lenged us to produce an alternative 
plan for Thanet which he’s promised 
to support. 

“This rally will kick off our attempt 
to meet his challenge. 

“For too long Thanet has relied on 
businesses coming from outside to re¬ 
generate the idea. 

“Now the time has come for local 
people, with the help of funding 
from government, to rebuild our 
community.” 

“We want to change our commu¬ 
nity for the better - and we want to 
have fun doing it. Everyone is wel¬ 
come.” 

However, Ms Tongue believes the 
re-election of Mr Corbyn is essential 
to Momentum’s bid to transform the 
isle. 

“We need a revived, reunited La¬ 
bour Party with Jeremy at the helm to 
give a chance for new ideas to flourish 
here,” she said. 

“But we also desperately need an 
end to austerity policies and new 
ideas to end Thanet’s persistent high 
unemployment and low-wage 
economy.” 

There will be a number of speakers 
at the rally including Ian Hodson, na¬ 
tional president of the Bakers’ Union, 
and Jackie Walker, the vice chair of 
national Momentum, who lives in 
Broadstairs. 

The rally will assemble at 11am by 
the Obelisk, Harbour Parade. 

It comes after Mr Corbyn’s oppo¬ 
nent in the Labour leadership race, 
Owen Smith, told supporters on a 
visit to Medway on Friday that “Kent 
needs a pay rise.” 

He said: “Six years of Tory austerity 
have resulted in the sharpest fall ever 
recorded in living standards for low 
paid British workers. 

“While the bonus culture booms 
again, 16,000 workers in Medway 
are earning less than the living wage. 

“As the next Labour prime minis¬ 
ter, I will implement radical plans to 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


deliver the biggest increase in living 
standards in a generation. 

“I will deliver a real living wage for 
everyone over the age of eighteen; in¬ 
creased support for low-paid workers 
through our social security system; 
and a revolution in workers’ rights to 
give people a strong voice at work.” 

Mr Smith also outlined his plans 
for the NHS and for a ‘British New 
Deal’ and was accompanied by 
Rachel Garrick, a local Labour Party 
member who formerly founded and 
chaired the Medway branch of the 
pro-Corbyn momentum group, but 
has since become disillusioned with 
the leader. 

She said: “Over the last ten months, 
I became increasingly frustrated 
with the leadership of the Labour 
Party. 

“I hear the policies put out by John 
McDonnell and Jeremy Corbyn and I 
wholeheartedly support them. 

“But in practice I see a leader con¬ 
fined by an inability to compromise 
and to reach out to make alliances — 
the basis of pragmatic politics. 

“Owen is a committed, soft left poli¬ 
tician who understands that the La¬ 
bour movement has cried out for 
change. 

“He is offering policies that sit firm¬ 
ly on the left but he understands how 
best to get those policies across to the 
general public. 

“He can unite the entirety of our 
movement and make a real difference 
to people’s lives.” 


Labour suffered a local blow last 
week after losing a crucial seat in a 
Kent County Council by-election. 

Tory candidate Diane Marsh was 
victorious in Gravesham East with 
1,758 votes to Lyn Milner’s 1,538 for 
Labour - representing a 36 per cent 
share of the vote on a 16.38 per cent 
turnout, the result coming just weeks 
after the party lost a seat on Ashford 
council to Ukip. 

The council’s Labour leader, Gor¬ 
don Cowan, told KoS: “Obviously we 
are disappointed that we lost the seat. 
We would have hoped to have held 
onto it.” 

Cllr Cowan did not blame the 
furore around Mr Corbyn for the 
loss, however, believing it was more 
to do with a low voter turnout 

North & West 


during the holiday period. 

“Labour has its problems, but I do 
not think the result was based on 
that,” he said. 

“Lots of people, including many 
working-class families, are on 
holiday. 

“In general, we would have had a 
much higher turnout and we would 
have got the result we deserved. 

“I am confident that in eight 
months time we will have that seat 
back.” 

Conservative leader on the council, 
Paul Carter, told KoS: “I am absolute¬ 
ly delighted. The whole team worked 
exceedingly hard and got the result 
they earned. 

“It was regarded as a very safe La¬ 
bour seat and the result reflects on 


Theresa May making a good start in 
government.” 

Cllr Carter added that Labour’s na¬ 
tional leadership did not help their 
situation, and that, in contrast to La¬ 
bour’s infighting, the Conservatives 
had shown it was possible to have a 
quick and efficient change at the top 
of the party. 

“I am really optimistic for the fu¬ 
ture of local government,” he added. 

“The previous administration did 
not have a lot of trust in local govern¬ 
ment, but the new team will reflect on 
the strengths of local government.” 

Senior Labour figures in the county 
have been quick to air their scepti¬ 
cism about Mr Corbyn. 

Discussing the potential for a new 
centre-left party emerging, perhaps 
with the Liberal Democrats, Medway 
councillor and the party’s candidate 
in May’s police and crime commis¬ 
sioner election, Tristan Osborne said 
the divisive leader was holding La¬ 
bour back. 

He told KoS earlier this month that 
a victory for Mr Corbyn would see the 
party “haemorrhage support” and 
that someone of Mr Smith’s stature 
was needed to win back votes, partic¬ 
ularly in Kent where the party has 
now fallen behind Ukip as well as the 
Conservatives. 

“We need a leader that resonates 
nationally because if you don’t have 
that you’re not going to win and if we 
don’t win marginal seats in this 
county it doesn’t bode well,” he said. 
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FRENCH 

PROPERTY 

EXHIBITION 


SPONSORED BY 

BLEVINS@FRANKS 

INTERNATIONAL TAX & WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


The largest, most informative 
French property event in the UK 

Olympia Central, London 
16th - 18th September 


■ Browse from thousands of properties for sale throughout all regions of France 

■ Attend the free and informative seminar programme covering all aspects of buying in and moving to France 

■ Get free advice from the legal, financial, tax and currency experts 


Register for FREE TICKETS at www.fpeolympia.com 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 
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Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 




TRIBUTE : The youngest Osmond brother says Andy Williams was like family to them 


immy Osmond details his 
Moon River and Me tou 

The performer has returned to the UK with a tour in honour of Andy Williams 


A FTER creating an avid 
UK fanbase during his 
time on MasterChef, 
Jimmy Osmond is re¬ 
turning to the UK in 
September with his new tour, Moon 
River and Me, 

The show started off as what Mr 
Osmond describes as “Andy’s pet 
project”. Andy Williams built and 
produced the show for TV before 
passing away in 2012 of bladder 
cancer. 

When speaking to Mr Osmond 
about the theatre show and why he 
decided to take it on and travel it 
around the world he said: “Andy 
asked me to buy his theatre before 
he died because he wanted me to 
keep his musical presence going. 

“I grew up with Andy, he was like 
family to us. My first TV appear¬ 
ance was aged three on his show. 
“The show was only meant to be 


in his theatre, but Andy was so 
loved by everyone that we were in¬ 
undated with offers to take it all 
over the world.” 

Moon River and Me has, accord¬ 
ing to Mr Osmond, received great 
praise so far. “There’s been an 
amazing reaction, especially from 
people of a certain age.” 

Perhaps this is why the tour has 
expanded its dates and locations 
across the UK. Mr Osmond added: 
“Originally there was only meant 
to be five shows in the UK and then 
the next thing I know, there’s 27. 

“I guess this proves that some¬ 
times you’re more sought after 
when gone.” 

When asked how he’d describe 
the show in one word, Mr Osmond 
responds with “intimate”, but then 
expands with details of the show. 

“In the beginning, I was just pro¬ 
ducing the show,” muses Mr Os¬ 


mond. “I brought in Charlie Green 
from Britain’s Got Talent to sing 
Andy’s songs because he has that 
soulful voice but then I felt like we 
needed someone who had a connec¬ 
tion with Andy. 

“It made sense that I host it.” 

However, the star is quick to 
make it clear that the show is “not 
about me, it’s about Andy’s music.” 

Telling more details of what the 
show entails, Mr Osmond said: 
“There’s always something hap¬ 
pening as songs last three minutes, 
and then there’s special guests. 

“In the middle of the show we 
come down into the audience and it 
becomes interactive and fun. 

“There’s lots of comedy as well,” 
he adds. 

The singer promises to sing Mr 
William’s most famous songs such 
as Music To Watch Girls By, Happy 
Heart, Can’t Take My Eyes Off Of 


You, Almost There, and May Each 
Day, and comments that ‘Andy 
sings alongside me in the show. 
There’s video recordings of him 
singing which play while I per¬ 
form.’ 

Having already started his tour 
in the US, and with one more stop in 
Las Vegas before flying to the UK, 
Mr Osmond says he’s preparing for 
his time here by “sleeping a lot” but 
then laughs saying: “I’m used to the 
travelling, I grew up on the road, in 
a new city everyday.” 

The Moon River and Me tour will 
be playing in three Kent venues, 
Central Hall, Chatham on October 
1, Orchard Theatre, Dartford, on 
October 11, and Churchill Theatre, 
Bromley, on October 17. 

Prices range from £18 to £33.50 
(concessions get £2 off) and can be 
purchased from the venue’s box 
offices. 
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Oh my country, she's back! 

COMEDIAN Shappi Khorsandi is 
back with a new tour this Autumn. 

Tickets for her Oh My Country! 

From Morris Dancing to Morrisey 
at Chatham Brook Theatre on 
September 17, are on sale now at 
medway ticketslive. co ,uk 



Market refurb in numbers 


GRAVESEND’S Borough Market has seen a 
complete refurbishment and released figures 
detailing the construction. 

Twenty three construction workers have 
consumed more than 620 cups of tea since the 
renovation started at the start of the year. All is 
set to open on November 19. 


A classic Yeimagined' 


NORTHERN Ballet are bringing 
Les Ballets de Monte Carlo’s 
production of Romeo and Juliet 
to Canterbury’s Marlowe 
Theatre from September 20-24. 

Tickets are available from the 
box office on 01227 787787. 


Let rip with Letz Zep 

LED Zeppelin tribute band, Letz Zep, are 
playing at The Stag Theatre in Sevenoaks on 
September 16. 

The tour marks the 45th anniversary of Led 
Zeppelin’s 4th album, which is untitled, being 
released. 

Call 01732 450175 for tickets. 



Much loved production 
of Dirty Dancing is back 



By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


H ITTING the road and 
heading to Kent with 
a brand new cast is 
the greatly antici¬ 
pated show tour of 
Dirty Dancing. 

The show has already sold 
around 150,000 tickets with some 
nights being sold out, meaning 
they’ve added extra dates to the 
tour. 

The classic story is brought to 
the stage still featuring hit songs 
such as Hungry Eyes, Hey! Baby, 
Do You Love Me, and The Time Of 
My Life, 

This tour follows two block¬ 
buster West End runs, two UK 
tours, and international 
productions. 

Johnny Castle will be played by 
Lewis Griffiths. Mr Grittiths has 
previously starred as Nick Massi 
on the Uk tour of Jersey Boys, as 
well as featuring in Ghost, Legally 
Blonde, and Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert. 

Katie Hartland will take on the 
role of Baby Houseman, and the 
tour will be her professional theatre 


debut since graduating from Royal 
Central School in 2015. 

Penny Johnson will be played 
by Carlie Milner, who is a regular 
on the Dirty Dancing scene having 
started as a member of the 
ensemble before taking over the 
role of Penny in 2015. 

This production of Dirty 
Dancing has been worldwide since 
it begun in Australia in 2004, and 
the first UK tour in 2011 made 
£42m from theatres across the 
country. 

The show has been produced by 


Karl Sydo, Joye Entertainment, 
and Paul Elliot, and was written 
by Eleanor Bergstein the script¬ 
writer of the 1987 film. 

The tour was originally only 
coming to the Orchard Theatre in 
Dartford from September 1 to 10 
but will also now arrive at the 
Churchill Theatre in Bromley from 
March 6 to 11, 2017. 

To book tickets for Dartford visit 
orchard threatre.co.uk or call 
01322 220000. For Bromley, visit 
churchilltheatre.co.uk or call 
02032 856000. 



REHERSALS: Shows start in 
August so it’s full speed ahead 



CAST: The team are made up of 
old and new cast members 




www.littlefishshop.co.uk 42 London Road, Teynham, ME9 9NQ 01795 520023 




Established in 1999 we are now extremely 
well known for our friendly yet professional 
customer service and advice. 


We specialise in providing many types of marine, pond, 
cold water and tropical fish to fill your aquarium, as 
well as fish tanks to help you grow your collection. 


FOR ALL YOUR AQUATIC NEEDS: 

Marine Tropical Coldwater 
Ponds Aquariums Pond Plants 
Glass Fibre Ponds Pumps 
Liners and much more 

ALSO NOW AVAILABLE 

Chicken Coops 

Rabbit/Guinea Pig Hutches & Runs 
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Chinese State Circus visits 


Frankenstein director reveals 
behind-the-scenes secrets 


GANDEY World Class 
Productions will bring the 
Chinese State Circus back to 
The Orchard, Dartford on 
September 12. 

Visit orchardtheatre,co,uk or 
call 01322 220000 to book. 




THRILLING: The show is a reimaged version of Mary Shelley’s gothic classic 


By Emily King 

emily.king@archant.co.uk 


M ARY Shelley’s gothic 
horror, Frankenstein, 
is a timeless classic, 
which is now coming 
to the stage. 

The artistic team behind Black- 
eyed Theatre’s 2013 production of 
Dracula, have come together once 
more to reimagine Frankenstein. 
The team have enfused together 
storytelling, live music, and theat¬ 
ricality to bring a fresh take on 
what is considered to be a master¬ 
piece of fiction literature. 

Eliot Giuralarocca is the director 
behind the new theatre produc¬ 
tion, and when asked what enticed 
him to take on Frankenstein he 
said: “I didn’t need much enticing 
to be fair. Andrian McDougall the 
artistic director of Blackeyed Thea¬ 
tre approached me with the idea 
and I jumped at the chance to do it. 

“It’s a cracking, gripping, classic 
story that has stood the test of time 
and when you are presented with 
an opportunity to have a go at 
something you like that you sim¬ 
ply have to grasp it with both 
hands.” 

Adapting a story of this status 


must come with some challenges 
and Mr Giuralarocca says, “we 
have a cast of five performers to tell 
the story and I think it’s definitely 
going to be a busy show for them, a 
real ensemble piece with a bold ‘ac¬ 
tor led’ performance style. 

“I envisage the company on 
stage all the time bringing the sto¬ 
ry to life and moving fluidly from 
one location to the next, puppet- 
eering, changing roles, manipu¬ 


lating objects, moving furniture, 
creating environments, playing 
instruments and underscoring ac¬ 
tion with percussion, voice and 
sound as necessary.” 

Mr Giuralarocca believes that 
the audience can expect a show 
that “celebrates the excitement of 
live theatre using inventive, bold 
storytelling to bring Mary Shel¬ 
ley’s dark gothic thriller to life. 

“If audiences leave the theatre 


excited and entertained by that 
they’ve seen as well as being 
moved and challenged by the com¬ 
plex moral questions that this tale 
provokes, I’d be delighted.” 

Blackeyed Theatre will be bring¬ 
ing Frankenstein to Margate’s 
Theatre Royal on November 12. 

Standard tickets cost £15 and 
can be purchased from the box of¬ 
fice by visiting theatreroyalmar- 
gate.com 


Charity fun day for dogs 


WOULDHAM fun day will include a dog show 
which aims to help and promote responsible 
dog ownership. 

The event will take place on August 27 at 
Wouldham Recreation Ground. 

Proceeds will go to Abigail’s Footsteps, and 
Chinese Club of Great Britain Rescue. 


Thames arts festival 


GRAVESEND will be a part of 
the new arts festival, Estuary. 

The takes place from 
September 17 to October 2. 

Gravesend will be hosting 
the Lightship LV21 and moored 
at St Andrew’s Quay everyday. 



Cinderella graces Tonbridge 

THIS year Cinderella will return as the next 
community pantomime in Tonbridge on 
December 10 and 11. 

The show will be presented by Tonbridge 
Lions Club, and produced by the CLIPS 
Theatre Company. 

For tickets, call 01732 359966 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains. Back from our Summer Holidays 
01732 456196 • 07798876857 
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


B&K MATTERS & SON 

All kinds of 
commercial and 
private fencing, 
landscaping and 
groundwork. 
Free estimate. 

For further details 


Contact us now! 

t: 01795 842242 | f: 01795 844306 
sales@b-kmastersandson.co.uk 


A great 
choice 
of cars for 
sale in paper 


Find over 
200,000 cars 
online at 
drive24.co.uk 




& Foster 


PART OF THE LOCAL LANDSCAPE 


Farm Buildings Ospringe Kent 

Offering floor areas extending to 470m 2 
Potential for employment or community use 

Offers: Rental or purchase 


All enquiries to 

Nick.brandreth@lambertandfoster.co.uk 



SANDWICH LEISURE HOLIDAY PARKS 


AWARD WINNING 5 STAR HOLIDAY PARKS 

WOODNESBOROUGH ROAD, SANDWICH, KENT, CT13 OAA 
TEL: 01304 612681 


www.sandwich-leisurepark.co.uk 
Lodges Holiday Homes Glamping Camping Touring 


Two great rural locations at Sandwich & Manston in Kent, both 
only a short drive from beautiful sandy beaches, quaint coastal 
towns, historic sites, top golf courses and much more. 


Easy access by road and rail. 

Secure, well maintained UK base. 

1 New & previously owned homes available. 
1 Friendly, family owned and run parks. 
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Study A-Levels 
and Equivalent 
Qualifications 


West Kent College 
offers a wide range 
of courses to suit all 
needs, from Entry 
Level up to University 
programmes, 
professional 
qualifications and 
apprenticeships. 

Even if your exam 
grades aren’t what you 
were hoping for, or if 
you want to study a 
new subject, there is a 
course for you. 


Places are limited 
so apply now! 


Visit our website 
or call us for more 


www. west kent.ac. u k 
0845 207 8220 
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Success is 'cool' at Kent College 


E VEN on the hottest day of 
the year it is still cool to be 
successful at Kent College 
Kent College is celebrat¬ 
ing another year of excel¬ 
lent GCSE results following this sum¬ 
mer’s examinations. 

The overall pass rate was 100% 
and almost all students achieved live 
grades at A*-C. Sixty nine per cent of 
all grades achieved were A*-B grades. 

These statistics follow on from the 
excellent results at A level and IB al¬ 
ready announced. 

Students who did particularly well 
include the following top performers: 
Harriet Adley, William Bickerstaff, 
Jamie Dawe, Phoebe Douglas, Sophie 
Ducksbury, Olivia Earl, Holly Fielder, 
Rostislav Kravchenko, Marco Lam, 
William Leatherby, Charlotte Letley, 
Christopher Leung, Emma Newson, 
Bethan Okroj-Williams, John Ong 
and Tara Woodley. 

Headmaster Dr David Lamper said: 
“The pupils have achieved an excel¬ 
lent set of results and so have secured 
sound foundations for the next stage 
in their educational career. On top of 
wonderful A level and IB results, our 
students can be very proud of their 
achievements. Congratulations to 
them and to all of my colleagues for 
the hard work which makes excellent 
results like these possible.” 


EXCELLENCE: Pupils at Canterbury’s Kent College celebrate their GCSE exam results, which were described as ‘excellent’ by head Dr David Lamper 




An outstanding 
school for boys and 
girls aged 3-18 

Where excellence 
is a habit! 


Set in an idyllic campus, Kent College 
provides an individual approach to education 
accompanied by excellent pastoral care. 

Come and see for yourself 

Senior School Open Morning: 

1 st October 9.00am - 12.30pm 

Sixth Form Open Evening 
4 th October 6.00pm - 8.00pm 


Find out more at 

KENTCOLLEGE.COM 


Call us on 

01227 763231 


RATED ★★★★★ 
SCHOOL GUIDE 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


We must move 
county forward 


ANGELA Steven’s letter says: “give 
me Manston Airport every time”. 

Well, she’s got Manston Airport, 
and all it does is consume column 
inches and public money. 

Still, it could be worse, if it gets 
listed status, like Margate’s Dream¬ 
land, it will become mired in a 
nostalgia-fogged past and then 
nothing will happen. These areas of 
Kent need to move forward, they need 
regeneration and wealth creation, the 
current stasis fails local people. 

John Ward Moorhouse, 
Tunbridge Wells 

Brexit... what's 
not to like? 


SADLY, Ray Duff will plumb any 
depths to make himself right, a 
good old ‘flat earther’! [ KoS 21/08] 
He thinks this country just isn’t 
good enough! 

Firstly, Churchill actually said, “ 
We have our own dream and our 
own task. We are with Europe, but 
not of it, we are linked, but not 
combined. We are interested and 
associated, but not absorbed. If 
Britain must choose between 
Europe and the open sea, she must 
always choose the open sea.” House 
of Commons May 11th 1953. 

Secondly, what ‘austerity’? Does 
he mean the MPs’ 11 per cent rise, 
the £52 billion for HS2; over 800 
Lords on £300/day +expenses; 
quangocrats on £1/4 million for a 
3 day week, while they refuse to 
stop the £30-40 billion in tax 
avoidance, don’t stop the hundreds 
of billions in waste in the NHS, 
MoD, quangos and other NGOs, 
etc.,etc., while punishing the sick 
and disabled and our national debt 
rises to £1.6 trillion? [that’s 11 ‘0’s] 

Remaining tied to Europe we’d 
be heading exactly where Greece 
has ended up, where Spain, 
Portugal, France and the rest are 
going, with high youth unemploy¬ 
ment, stagnation and crippling 
debt. Over 2 million coming here to 
work from the EU, speaks volumes! 

After a hiccup caused by Carney, 
Osborne and Cameron talking 
down our country, like Ray Duff, 
Brexit has proved to be the wise 
course! The world offering 10 times 
our trade with the EU, small 
businesses borrowing an unprec¬ 
edented £20 billion this month, 
with the ‘dead hand’ of EU 
regulation going, economy 
growing at 0.6 per cent, large 
companies investing more in GB, 
etc., etc.! What’s not to like? Pity 
the EU is unable to do the same! 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 


Adults should be free 
to marry for... love 


I WAS delighted to read of former 
Bennett Memorial schoolboy and 
Olympian race-walker Tom 
Bosworth’s engagement to his 
long-term boyfriend Harry 
Dineley in Rio last week. 

As an openly-gay Christian and 
a former Constituency Young 
Conservative Chairman, I was 
initially opposed to David Cameron 
legislating to permit same-sex 
marriage - believing that marriage 
should be a lifelong institution for 
a man and a woman in which to 
procreate children - and that 
Cameron’s motives had more to do 
with winning back the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered 
vote after a majority of 
Conservative MPs previously voted 
against reducing the age of 
consent for homosexual acts and 
for a ban on local authorities 
promoting homosexuality as a 
normal way of life in schools. 

However, I have since come to 
believe it to be both hypocritical 
and homophobic for fellow 

Phil Granger, 

West Mailing 

Entering school 
by‘same gate’ 

AN alternative to Colin Bullen’s 
letter calling for more grammar 
schools might be to quote a 
favourite saying among education¬ 
alists that “children should enter 
school through the same gate”. 

Although Kent has always 
favoured grammars, selection was 
out of fashion after the war years 


Christians to deny gay and lesbian 
couples the option of marrying one 
another when, at the same time, 
sanctioning the marriage of 
hitherto cohabiting heterosexual 
couples and heterosexual 
divorcees, which would appear to 
suggest that there should be one 
law for heterosexuals and another 
for homosexuals. This cannot be 
right. Consenting adults should be 
free to marry the person they love, 
irrespective of their sexual 
orientation and/or gender identity. 

I pray that Tom and Harry will 
be blessed with good health, much 
happiness and growing prosperity 
together for many years to come, 
and counsel my fellow Christians 
who oppose same-sex marriage to 
reconsider their position (as I 
have), lest they deter LGBT people 
from attending church and, worse 
still, portray the Reformed Faith 
to be homophobic and 
transphobic which it is not. 

Christopher Luke, 
Tunbridge Wells 

because it was felt to be both 
discriminatory and made no 
provision for late developers. 

Other countries in developed 
Europe cope perfectly well with a 
generally one-tier system. In 
Germany children go onto the 
same campus at secondary level 
but they split for lessons into three 
separate residences: specialist 
scholastic (likely to go on to a good 
university), general intelligence, 
and technical/vocational. But they 
mix out of class for other activities. 

What this does is to give children 
early on in life the idea that 
everyone brings something to the 


table, and this helps erode class 
and income inequality. Unlike in 
Britain where our fractured 
education system (thank you 
Michael Gove) continues to 
reinforce a class system that is a 
stain on our national reputation. 

As far as comprehensives go, there 
are some very good ones. My three 
daughters went to a local one and 
one of them went on to a university 
degree. I suggest that much of 
today’s problem in the state system 
revolves around the particular 
difficulties of inner city schools faced 
with a multitude of ethnicities and 
languages, and more generally by 
the weight of Ofsted-ing, paperwork, 
assessments and bureaucracy in 
general which make it difficult for 
today’s teachers to string together 
half an hour’s teaching. 

David Redshaw, 
Gravesend 

Running out of 
enthusiasm... 


RAY Duff gets himself into a right 
two-and eight; manages to cover a 
host subjects, all very badly. 

I am sure that any election that 
was re-run immediately after the 
first result was known would result 
in a different outcome. As for 
“legally binding”, he’s right the EU 
referendum is not, but I don’t rate 
any politician’s chances, nor any 
government’s, that chooses to 
ignore the outcome. 

The PM has stated “Brexit means 
Brexit”, but the detail has to be 
worked through - not least on this 
side of the channel: the Remainers 
were so arrogant in their assump¬ 
tions of the outcome that no 
planning was put in place so the 
planners had to start from scratch 
- giving Westminster and White¬ 
hall a much-deserved bloody-nose. 

Then Mr Duff sets off on a 
long-winded and diverse range of 
pet subjects: Grammar schools are 
not divisive, I benefited, I came 
from, and still am, working class. 
They bring out the best by catering 
for elitism; just like the Olympics, 
not everyone can do well so we need 
to cultivate talent and success. 

Fracking, how else does he think 
the country is going to source its 
energy needs? Private corporations 
will undertake the task and they 
should be rewarded for their 
enterprise, I know of no other 
system that works properly - na¬ 
tionalisation is a demonstrably 
flawed model for anything. 

I’ve run out of enthusiasm for this: 
Mr Duff is the man in the pub who, as 
soon as you nail him on one argu¬ 
ment, immediately sets-to on another. 

Ralph Steerpike, 
Tunbridge Wells 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Lady Orchid’s at 
Yocklett’s Bank 

by John Kemp, from 
Whitstable 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
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The Captain Digby is an award winning family restaurant in Thanet and one of the most 
popular places to visit all year round. The Digby caters for couples and families alike 
with fantastic views overlooking Kingsgate Bay for the adults and an indoor play area 
for the children. It’s well worth a visit, a warm welcome awaits. 

The Captain Digby, Kingsgate, Broadstairs, CT10 3QH 

www.captaindigby.co.uk! 01843 867 764 


OctAJbaA Jrayate, 



The historic Tartar Frigate is one of the only 18th century flint restaurants in Kent. 
Widely renowned as one of the best seafood restaurants in Kent, the Harbour restaurant 
boasts stunning panoramic views over Viking Bay in Broadstairs. If seafood isn’t for 
you then you can take advantage of the extensive menu, which also includes mouth 
watering traditional dishes from around the world. 

37-39 Harbour St, Broadstairs, KentCTIO 1EU 

www.tartarfrigate.co.uk I 01843 862 013 


Jhe- &voaJUa. QicLenA 


Welcome to the The Charles Dickens Pub. One of the largest pubs in Broadstairs, with 
the main bar downstairs serving great pub food, fine wine and ales and the Copperfields 
restaurant and bar upstairs commanding excellent views of Viking Bay. The chef’s 
menus contain classic British ingredients, many of which are locally sourced and 
cooked with a modern twist. 

5-6 Victoria Parade, Broadstairs CT10 IQS 

www.charlesdickensbroadstairs.co.uk I 01843 600 160 


?egxoe£l Bcty Hotel 


In our bar/restaurant, we have mouth watering fare to please every palate. With a 
selection of Roast dinners being offered alongside our main menu, come and indulge in 
our home cooked delights and enjoy the views across the bay. Adjacent to the Pegwell 
Bay Hotel is our Sir Stanley Gray bar & restaurant, which can be accessed by a unique 
tunnel which runs under the road! 

81 Pegwell Rd, Ramsgate CT11 ONJ 

www.pegwellbayhotel.co.uk I 01843 599 590 
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By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 
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BRAND UPDATE: Japanese sporting marque shows small is beautiful by 
developing a highly desirable line-up with driving appeal, style and quality... 


M AZDA aims to attract buyers’ 

interest in the new ’66 registration 
plate with the £14,995 Mazda2 
Red Edition. 

Based on the upmarket 9OPS 
(89bhp) SE-L Nav version, this limited edition 
comes in either white or black, with red rear 
spoiler and rear underskirt, plus red highlights 
inside. 

This delivers the supermini hot hatch look to 
complement the Mazda2’s excellent driving and 
handling, the hallmark of the Japanese brand’s 
entire range and all thanks to Mazda’s brilliant 
Skyactiv technology suite: tuning driver 
enjoyment, boosting power to weight ratio, and 
slashing consumption and emissions. 

Rather than commit expensive R&D into 
alternative powertrains such as hybrid and 
electric - which can always be bought in under 
licence later - Mazda has simply concentrated on 
maxing the potential of existing technologies. 

It’s certainly working in the UK where brand 
sales soared more than 20 per cent last year and 
are currently 25 per cent higher this year. 

Mazda UK also signalled its confidence in the 
future by recently moving its Dartford H0 from a 
shared site to a standalone facility down the road 
that includes a showroom for the revitalised 
range, a new heritage collection, and state-of- 
the-art offices. 


After delivering some superb new high 
volume models - the mainstream trio of 
Mazda2, Mazda3 family hatch, and Mazda6 
family saloon and estate, plus the excellent 
Mazda CX-3 and CX-5 sporting SUVs - the icing 
on the cake was added last year. 

This was the marvellous Mk 4 MX-5 sports 
car (from £18,495) a flag waver for the Skyactiv 


revolution because it allowed Mazda to recreate 
the lightness and scale of the legendary Mk 1 
MX-5, retaining the front engine/rear-driven 
balance, while incorporating the best tech and 
safety now demanded by consumers and 
legislation. 

Significantly though, Mazda no longer needs 
to rely on the MX-5 to deliver headlines. 
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Viva the Corsa evolution at Vauxhall 

Vauxhairs five-door supermini is a smart, honest and valid re-working of its vauxhaii corsa sRi 

big-selling predecessor, plus a superb engine line-up writes Steve Loader... i.ot (9ops) s-dr 



C ARMAKERS normally 

invite derision by passing 
off a facelift as an all-new 
model. 

In the case of the latest 
Corsa (from £9,745) five-door 
supermini though, Vauxhall can be 
excused: firstly, the brand has never 
hid the fact that the fifth generation car 
is an ‘evolution’ of its predecessor even 
though most body panels are new. 

Secondly, there was a strong case 
for ‘not fixing it, if it ain’t broke’ as, 
even in its twilight years, the 
previous car still sold strongly 
thanks to funky styling, good 
interior space, and decent driving 
dynamics. 

Indeed, the racy three-door Corsa 
variant continues in the old shape for 
now, while the new five-door carried 
over the above plus points when 
launched in 2014, while adding 
some acclaimed styling cues from the 
bigger Astra hatchback and Insignia 
family model. 

The chassis was also tuned to UK 
roads - officially some of the worst in 
Europe - because this country happens 
to be the Corsa’s biggest market. 

Where the car did need help was in 
the engine compartment, and that’s 
clearly where the big money has 
been spent. The undoubted star here 


is a three-cylinder 1.0-litre turbo¬ 
charged petrol engine and six-speed 
gearbox in 90PS (89bhp) or 115PS 
(114bhp) tune with fuel and 
emissions saving Start/Stop 
technology. 

‘Three-pot’ units are a Holy Grail 
for manufacturers, being cheap to 
build, lighter and more compact, and 


delivering many operating efficiencies. 

Unfortunately, they can also be 
noisy so-and-sos, because of the 
inherent imbalance of an odd 
number of cylinders -1 previously 
described one such engine as 
sounding like angry pheasants caged 
under the bonnet. 

No such ‘fowl-up’ with the Corsa 



though; the engineers have done a 
wonderful job of smoothing the 
eccentricities of three pistons driving 
the crankshaft, to create an engine 
that is surprisingly refined, lively and 
economical. 

Added to that is a fun element that 
makes this unit attractive to 
cash-strapped younger buyers, 


Price: from £14,585 


Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Ford Fiesta 


whether installed in the Corsa itself, 
or its posh handbag/manbag class 
MINI-rivalling Adam sister model. 

This entertainment comes in the 
form of light but responsive steering, 
and a crisp gearchange well able to 
make use of a thick band of power 
from low down the rev range; this is 
a little car you can press on with if 
necessary, well-suited to urban cut 
and thrust traffic too, while also 
cruising nicely on the motorway. 

Other engine options include a 
1.4-litre four-cylinder with or 
without turbocharging, 1.6-litre 
turbo for the three-door VXR ‘pocket 
rocket’ and 1.3-litre diesel, though 
the last does make the Corsa feel rela¬ 
tively cumbersome. 

The Corsa’s roomy cabin shows a 
much needed upweight from the 
previous car, with many soft-touch 
materials, underlining Vauxhall’s bid to 
move above the mainstream market. 
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HYliriDAI Tucson 

FROM £16,530.45 


SAVE £2,464.54 


HYlinDAI i20 

FROM £9,386.15 


SAVE £1,608.84 


Exclusive to these 
companies and more. 


halfords 




Q ROYAL 5|Wj Q Please contact dealership 

>4IR FORCE °IVI O f 0 r full list 


Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Unit 1, Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells TD2 3UY 

01892 458311 

www.kenthyundai.co.uk 


Medway Hyundai 

London Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8PT 

01634 408408 

www.kenthyundai.co.uk 
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nEW POSSIBILITIES. 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.com 
www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 

®ABTA 

Travd with umlkknu 







PS Waverley Isle of Wight Cruise 
& Sparkling SpinnakerTower 

Self-Drive 

16 September, 2016 • Quote: WI9-KOS 

Join us on the world's last sea-going paddle steamer - The PS Waverley - as she 
cruises The Solent from Portsmouth to the Isle of Wight. The cruise embarks at 
Portsmouth's Wightlink Terminal, close to our central Portsmouth hotel, and 
sails to Yarmouth, Isle of Wight, where you can disembark and explore at your 
leisure or stay aboard and cruise round the island. The village of Yarmouth has 
a number of pubs and restaurants to obtain lunch and there are refreshment 
facilities on board the Waverley. You will also have entry to the Spinnaker 
Tower where you can enjoy great views of Portsmouth and The Solent with a 
small bottle of Prosecco. 

INCLUDED: 2 nights accommodation at the 3* Royal Maritime Club hotel in central 
Portsmouth • 2 breakfasts and 2 dinners • PS Waverley cruise Portsmouth to 
Yarmouth (1 and a half hour cruise each way) or round Isle of Wight and return 
(approx 7 hours) • Admission to SpinnakerTower with small bottle of Prosecco 


Seaside 60s Sounds 
in West Sussex 

Chatsworth Hotel, Worthing 

24 March, 2017- Quote: WG3-KOS 

Join us in Worthing for an exclusive Party Weekend and enjoy £1 drinks and 
live entertainment from Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & Foundations) plus Vicki 
Lambert as Dusty Springfield. The Chatsworth is one of the finest hotels on 
the south coast, just a stone's throw from the sea and a short stroll to the town 
centre. All bedrooms are en-suite and a lift services all floors. 

INCLUDED: Happy Hour £1 drinks from 7pm to 11 pm both evenings - pint of house 
beer or small glass of wine • Live entertainment both nights • 2 nights sharing an 
en-suite bedroom with TV & free wifi • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts 


Spring Back to the 60s 

Party - Pontins Pakefield 
Suffolk Coast - Self-Drive 

Friday, 10 March, 2017 - Quote: PP3-K0S 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for a Spring Party - for over 40s 
only - to blow away the winter cobwebs. We've lined up entertainment featuring 
Marty Wilde and the Wildcats, Cupids Inspiration, Glenn Darren and the Krewcats, 
Dave Berry PLUS The Cilia Show. Enjoy non-stop entertainment from Friday 
evening to Sunday evening and free drinks every night. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person per night - house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks and mixers • Entertainment • 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation - club upgrade available • 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts • Free Parking 


Amsterdam to Bruges 
River Cruise 


Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

19 September, 2016 • Quote: AB9-KOS 


Join us on our private charter of MPS Princess with great food and service and 
a fun and friendly atmosphere. We start in Amsterdam and have a full day and 
two evenings to explore before sailing to Kinderdijk, which has 19 windmills 
and a landscape straight from a Rembrandt masterpiece before heading for a 
harbour cruise in Rotterdam. Sailing into Belgium, we visit Antwerp - the 
diamond capital, and stunning architecture of Ghent before arriving in Bruges 
with a full day and two evenings to enjoy before returning to the UK. 
INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet or 
return flights with luggage from a choice of UK airports - supp't may apply • 7-night 
cruise sharing a twin rear cabin on Main Deck - upgrades available • Beer, wine, and 
soft drinks served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar 

• Morning and afternoon coffee/tea • Buffet breakfasts and lunches • Dinner served 
at your table - 4 courses • Late night snacks • Captain's dinner - 5 courses 

• Entertainment • Transfers abroad • Services of our Cruise Director on board 


* Price based on mid-grade MD2 cabin with travel by Rail - applies to new bookings only. 
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new leg 66 



SECTOR PIONEER: Nissan’s Qashqai launched the crossover craze 


FLAGSHIP SUV APPEAL : Grand Cherokee is the top Jeep 


JUST ADD FUEL: 

Peugeot PCP deal 
makes the 208 a 
popular choice 


By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


New Reg clicks with 'Plate '66' 



A buyer’s 
guide.... 


according to figures released by 
motor industry mouthpiece, the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders (SMMT) and the 
1,420,636 new registrations was 
the best half-year performance 
ever recorded. 

However, demand in June eased 
slightly, with a -0.8 per cent fall in 
registrations, meeting expectations 
that market growth would stabilise 
following a record 2015. 

SMMT chief executive Mike 
Hawes said: “It is far too soon to 
determine whether the referendum 
result has had an impact on the 
new car market. The first six 
months saw strong demand at 
record levels but the market 
undoubtedly cooled over the 
second quarter.” 

Check out the rest of our 
supplement for buying your 
new ‘66 plate’ car 


Indeed, Peugeot’s Just Add Fuel 
spells it out: everything is included 
in the deal - tax (where applicable) 
insurance, servicing and the car 
itself - so you just add fuel every 
month. 

There is also a wider choice of 
powertrains: electric and hybrid is 
increasingly popular, while petrol 
- helped by light compact low 
emission units - is making a 
comeback, particularly in smaller 
models where heavier diesel 
engines can be hard on tyres and 
mechanicals. 

The UK car market actually 
grew by a steady 3.2 per 
cent in the first six 
months of the year, 


By Steve Loader 


B INGO callers like to call 
66 as “clickety click”, 
and something will 
definitely click when the 
car registration plate 
changes to ’66 on September 1. 

Because ‘Plate 66’ arrives to find 
the UK new car market in surpris¬ 
ingly good health despite dire 
predictions about the EU referen¬ 
dum depressing consumer 
confidence, before and after the 
momentous Brexit vote. 


There is also an ever growing 
variety of car types to buy, driven 
by changing tastes: people carriers 
or MPVs, for instance, are in 
decline yet off-roader styled SUVs 
and versatile crossovers are 
booming. 

And British drivers’ taste for 
small cars is rock solid - no doubt 
helped by PCP (personal contract 
purchase) schemes in which 
buyers know exactly how much 
they need to find each month to 
drive the latest model. 


it For more cars visit 


drive24.co.uk 
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Superb ridicules those 
tired old Skoda jokes 
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SIMPLY CLEVER 


SKODA 



THE MOTORLINE 

COST PRICE 

+£66 EVE NT 


THURSDAY 25 TO SUNDAY 28 AUGUST 2016 



NEW 66-PLATE SKODAS AT COST PRICE PLUS £66*, IT'S AN OPPORTUNITY NOT TO BE MISSED! 
BE ONE OF THE FIRST TO DRIVE AWAY A NEW 66-PLATE SKODA. 

PLEASE CALL TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT. 


9 Motorline SKODA Dartford 

555 Princes Road, 

Dartford, Kent DA2 6HH 

% 0843 658 2618 

® www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


9 Motorline SKODA Canterbury 

Broad Oak Road, 

Canterbury CT2 7PX 

^ 0843 658 2604 

@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


9 Motorline SKODA Medway 

26 Hoath Lane, 

Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent ME8 05W 

<*> 0843 658 9764 

@ www.motorline.co.uk/skoda 


*Vehicles must be ordered and registered by 30 September 2016. Subject to availability. Colours and specifications may vary. Stock vehicles only. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Retail 
customers only. Offer may be varied or withdrawn at any time. 

Official fuel consumption for the SKODA range in mpg (litres/lOOkm): Urban 31.4 (9.0) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 45.6 (6.2) to 91.1 (3.1); Combined 
39.2 (7.2) to 83.1 (3.4). C0 2 emissions for the SKODA range are 164 to 88g/km. Standard EU test figures are for comparative purposes and may 
not reflect real driving results. 
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Join the space race 
with a supermini... 


D ownsizing your car is 
trendy - is it just common 
sense? 

Soaring fuel and 
insurance costs, greater 
environmental awareness, and 
punitive road tax on larger cars, 
have all played their part in turning 
us away from the typical family car, 
and turning us on to family 
hatchbacks first, and now super¬ 
minis. 

And we find them not so ‘mini’ 
after all as manufacturers become 
ever more imaginative in cabin 


design. So superminis, and even 
smaller city cars, now account for 
around 40 per cent of new car sales, 
followed by family hatchbacks 
with around 25 per cent of 
registrations. 

Even the commonality of the 
two-box supermini shape - 
dictated by the need for compact 
on-road dimensions - can be 
addressed by ever more imaginative 
customisation. 

This might be a roof of a different 
colour, pattern or decal such as a flag, 
or it could be special wheels, bespoke 


door mirrors, or a wild paint job. 

In short, superminis might have 
similar proportions, but they don’t 
have to look alike. 

They can also be fun: the short 
overhangs/wheel-at-each corner 
look lends itself to a well sorted 
chassis and handling so that, just 
like the original 1960s Mini, these 
small hatchbacks can handle windy 
roads. 

With small yet powerful engines 
they often have the revs to match 
too, though sensible use of the 
throttle also brings good economy. 



CHEEKY CINQUECENTO: FIAT 500 


MG REVIVED: the MG3 is the 


modern-day MG entry model 


SPORTING STYLE: 



INITIAL PAYMENT 

ON PASSPORT 
PERSONAL LEASE# 


MOTORLINE MEDWAY 

HIGH STREET, KENT, ME1 1 HF 01634 842231 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 208 Active Design: Urban: 51.4 (5.5) Extra Urban: 72.4 (3.9) Combined: 62.8 (4.5) CO 2 : 104 g/km. mpg figures are achieved under official eu test conditions, 
intended as a guide for comparative purposes only and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only or visit peugeot.co.uk Motorline Medway Peugeot is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. We will 
H W introduce you to a limited number of lenders. #Passport Personal Lease: A guarantee may be required. Over 18's only. Finance is subject to status. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, 

Princess Way, Red hill, RH1 1QA. New Peugeot 208 Active Design 5 Dr 1,2L PureTech 82 in Orange power with Menthol White Exterior, £2050 initial rental contribution, customer initial rental £500, 35 monthly rentals payable, optional final rental £4914, annual mileage 6000. 
This is a finance lease, you will not own the car at the end of the contract. Excess mileage charges may apply. All offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 01/09/16 and 31/09/16 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its 
complete discretion. The information and images here are based on the current technical data when published. The equipment shown is factory fitted or available as an option at extra cost, depending on the model. As part of a policy of continuous specification improvement, 
V Peugeot reserve the right to modify the technical equipment, options and colours at any time. Calls may be recorded for training purposes. Calls charged at local rate. Information correct at time of going to press. Visit peugeot.co.uk for full product details. ‘While stocks last. 


EXTERIOR / MULTIFUNCTION COLOUR / 16" ALLOY 

PERSONALISATION / TOUCHSCREEN WITH CARPLAY® / WHEELS 


ENERGY BUILT IN 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending August 28,2016 55 


North & West 
















NewReg66 


it For more cars visit drive24.co.uk 


Poweredby MOTORS 

Search Smart. Buy Right .CO 


Cars for all reasons and seasons 


T HERE’S no doubt that the 
motoring flavour of the 
month is the off-roader 
look. 

Not that it has to be 
partnered with size and four-wheel 
drive anymore, because the style has 
been civilized in recent years by the 
SUV (sports utility vehicle) and the 
crossover. 

As the name implies, the latter is a 
crowd pleaser that is part family 
hatchback, part people carrier/MPV, 
and usually with a high-riding SUV 
stance. 

SUVs have revived too as buyers 
look for a little more off-road and 4x4 
performance. 

But whether crossover or SUV, 
these cars are the Swiss Army Knives 
of the car market, able to cope with 
the needs of most owners who 
require more space than the 
ubiquitous supermini and city car 
can offer. 

Of course, like most cars these 
days, they can also be personalized 
and customized, while the option of 
4x4 on most models means that they 
can do some simple off-roading or 
deliver decent traction in awkward 
situations, without the real over¬ 
heads of a full 4x4 off-roader. 

A few, such as Peugeot’s clever 
2008, also offer a heavy duty 



traction control system on their front 
driving wheels, delivering the 4x4 
experience at a bargain price. 

Meanwhile, the cabins have been 
given the full MPV treatment, often 
with clever rear seats that fold and 
slide and in various combinations - 


you can even have seven seats on 
some models. 

And the high stance - so good for 
visibility and easy access - doesn’t 
have to come at the price of roly-poly 
cornering; most designs now handle 
as well as lower slung models. 



VERSATILITY: the SUV/Crossover is the Swiss Army Knife of the motor 
market. Cars like the new MG GS, Jeep’s Renegade entry model, and Kia’s 
best seller, the Sportage 




G/KMCO: 


PERMONTH 


LEXUS IS SPORT 

—.Zo% apr * 


NOW WITH 


IS 300h Sport 

FROM AVAILABLE FROM FROM 

107 £299“ 18% 


THE 

STRIKING 
LEXUS NX 


| NX 300hF SPORT 

Customer deposit 

£7,603.11 | 

Term 

36 Months 

Amount of credit 

£28,536.89 | 

35 Monthly payments 

£369.00 

Guaranteed Future Value/ 
Optional Final Payment 

£19,822.50 

Cash price 

£38,140.00 

Total amount payable 

£42,340.61 

Centre Deposit Contribution 

£500.00 

Fixed rate of interest (per annum) 

4.91% 

Finance Deposit Contribution 

£1,500.00 

Representative 

5.9% APR* \ 


Representative Example 


FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE LEXUS HYBRID RANGE BY VISITING YOUR NEAREST LEXUS CENTRE BELOW. 


LEXUS CANTERBURY 

Broad Oak Road, Canterbury CT2 7PX. Tel: 01227 388 585 
www.lexus.co.uk/canterbury 


LEXUS TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

Dowding Way, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY. Tel: 01892 598 870 
www.lexus.co.uk/tunbridgewells 


The MPG figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results. They are provided for comparability purposes, and may not reflect actual driving experience. IS 300h SPORT fuel consumption and C02 figures: urban 60.1 mpg (4.7 l/100km), extra-urban 58.9 mpg (4.8 l/100km), 
combined 61.4 mpg (4.6 l/IOOkm), 107g/km C02 (18% BIK). NX 300h F SPORT fuel consumption and C02 figures: urban 53.3 mpg (5.3 l/IOOkm), extra-urban 55.4 mpg (5.1 l/IOOkm), combined 54.3 mpg (5.2 l/IOOkm), 121g/km C02 (21% BIK)mpg (5.2 l/IOOkm), 121g/km C02 (21% BIK) 


NX 300h prices start from £29,995. Model shown is NX 300h F SPORT £38,140, including optional metallic paint at £645. *5.9% APR Representative, £1,500 Finance Deposit Allowance and £500 Centre contribution 24-42 months only on Lexus Connect (PCP), up to 35% deposit and Guaranteed Future 
Value/Optional Final Payment. NX new retail sales. Ordered and proposed for finance between 1 July 2016 and 30 September 2016, registered and financed by 31 December 2016 through Lexus Financial Services. IS 300h prices start from £29,995. Model shown is IS 300h Sport £30,605, including option 
metallic paint at £610. *0% APR Representative 24 months only on Lexus Connect (PCP), up to 35% deposit and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. IS new retail sales. Ordered and proposed for finance between 1 July 2016 and 30 September 2016, registered and financed by 31 December 2016 
through Lexus Financial Services. A Payment shown is based on a 24 month Lexus Connect contract with£7,599.25 customer deposit and guaranteed future value/optional final payment. Participating Lexus Centres. Other finance offers available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Terms and conditions 
apply. 8,000 miles per annum, excess mileage charge applies over contracted miles, 9 pence per mile. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status, over 18s. Lexus Centres are independent of Lexus Financial Services. Lexus Financial Services is a trading name of Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC. 
Registered Office: Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
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RENAULT 

Passion for life 


The Award-Winning 
Renault range 
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An extra 


^ * •, y u ; • nr 4 -?'* 1 •" t ^ * - « jr * .. «. r, , * * 

£500 off until 26 September 

when you test drive our award-winning range 


DRIVER 

PkWER 


DRIVER 

PkWER 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 39.2 (7.2)-47.1 (6); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7)-62.8 (4.5); combined 51.4 (5.5)-55.4 
(5.1). The official C0 2 emissions are 127-114g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary with driving 
styles, road conditions and other factors. 

Offer for £500 off is available to retail customers only. Offer can be used in conjunction with other offers and is available on the Clio (excludes New Clio), Captur, All-New KADJAR and All-New Megane models when 
ordered between 22 August 2016 and 26 September 2016 and registered before 50 September 2016. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road Book a test drive 

Ashford TN23 1EW 

Tel 01233 215630 www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


DRIVER 

PfcWER 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending August 28, 2016 57 


























NewReg66 


11 For more cars visit drive24.co.uk 


Poweredby flflOTORS 

Search Smart, Buy Right .CO 





On the 
>ther hand... 


A S you will have read earlier, SUVS, crossovers 
and superminis dominate car buyers’ 
thoughts nowadays. 

But not everyone can cram into a small car 
or wants a high-riding ‘fun bus’, so the 
family hatchback remains a popular option - such as two 
newcomers to the sector, the Fiat Tipo and latest Renault 
Megane, both available as a hatch or sporty estate. 

These cars tend to be cheap to run and the lift up 
tailgate or ‘hatch’ makes them clever load carriers - two 
levers is often all it takes to convert them to a small van 
- and they usually handle well too. 

Of course, the saloon remains popular with those who 
want to project a classier image - particularly with the 
premium brands. 

But the biggest market news apart from the rise of the 
crossover, has been the resurgence of the estate car: once 
regarded as a tradesman or sales rep’s favourite, the 
estate is seen increasingly as a lifestyle choice, suggest¬ 
ing that you have a country retreat and enjoy an active 
timetable. 

Indeed, so popular have they become that many estate 
models outsell their saloon or hatchback counterparts. 

If you are shopping for an estate though and really do 
need the room, check the vital statistics of boot space and 
overall load area, they can vary widely and some family 
hatchback based estates do outgun estate models from 
the class above. 


GREAT ALTERNATIVES: Alfa Romeo’s 
lovely new Giulia is a premium saloon 
option, but cars with hatchback and estate 
options are big business, such as the 
established Skoda Octavia and a new duo, 
the FIAT Tipo and Renault Megane 



PEUGEOT 

MOTION & EMOTION 


THE PEUGEOT 208 

RE-ENERGISED 




AVAILABLE 
FROM AGE 18 
WITH 

TELEMATICS* 


4.9% APR 3 


REPRESENTATIVE" 

AND £800 DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION 


YEARS 

INSURANCE* 


WARRANTY/SERVICING 

CAR TAX + /ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 


INDEPENDENCE BUILT IN 


ROBINS & DAY MAIDSTONE 

Mill Street, MAIDSTONE, ME15 6YD. 01622 753 333 www.robinsandday-maidstone.co.uk 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (L/lOOkm) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 208 Range are: Urban 39.8 - 78.5 (7.1 - 3.6), Extra Urban 61.4 - 104.6 (4.6 - 2 . 7 ), Combined 50.4 - 94.2 (5.6 - 3.0) and CO 2 129-79 
(g/km). MPG figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only or visit peugeot.co.uk Peugeot 
Citroen Retail Group is acting as a credit broker and is not a lender. Representative 4.9% APR over 37 months. Finance is subject to status. To finance your purchase we will introduce you to Peugeot Financial Services, provider of Peugeot's innovative finance 
package - Just Add Fuel®. A guarantee may be required. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd t/a Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. +The first year Road Fund Licence (RFL) is provided 
with the car. Where vehicle tax is payable after the first year the Dealer will provide customers with a cheque for the value of years 2 and 3 RFL (based on current rates). The customer must always apply for years 2 &3 RFL. Just Add FueL® is subject to status.*Minimum age 
18, maximum age 75. Drivers are required to install the Telematics Box & consent to Data capture & transmission to qualify for insurance. ALl drivers must hold a fuLl UK licence & meet eligibility criteria including limits on driving convictions & claims. Insurance 
subject to cancellation if you receive four warnings for poor driving. Excesses apply. 3 years motor insurance is provided and underwritten by U K Insurance Limited which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Payments will vary according to age, post code and annual mileage. Customer deposit may be required. The costs of insurance, servicing and Roadside Assistance are included within the monthly cost of Just Add Fuel® 
Passport but are provided on a monthly pay-as-you-go basis and can be cancelled at any time without penalty or affecting the remainder of the Just Add Fuel® Passport contract. Excess mileage charges may appLy. Routine servicing included only, Excludes wear parts. 

All offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 01/07/16 and 30/09/16 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete discretion. Calls maybe recorded for training purposes. Calls charged at local rate. All information 
correct at time of going to press. Visit peugeot.co.uk for full product details. 
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J Eco' has a double meaning 


GREENING IT: the economic advantages of 
small cars such as the Kia Rio are obvious, and 
hybrids like the classy Lexus NX300h offer big tax 
savings for company car 

drivers, but electric 
cars like the 
Renault Zoe 
could be 
the future 


charged small capacity petrol 
engines with low emissions and 
consumption. 

It’s clear the market is heeding 
concerns about NOX and the increas¬ 
ing efficiency of petrol: last year’s 
record registration figures showed 
petrol enjoying greater growth (8.4 
per cent versus 3 per cent) while 
equal market shares indicated that 
diesel’s superiority was waning for 
the first time in decades. 


B UYERS may have eco-logy 
in mind when buying 
their next car, but it’s 
probably a long way 
behind eco-nomy. 

They will be looking for the real 
savings on fuel and tax behind any 
‘eco’ car’s sales pitch - at least until 
the Government’s new road tax 
scheme applies in 2017. 

For now tax bandings range from 
zero for cars with the lowest C02 
emissions (band A - below lOOg/km) 
right up to £505. 

Even more crucially, you don’t pay 
anything for low C02 emitting cars 
in bands B-D for the first year, but 
the tax soars higher up the scale. 

Anyone spending £50,000- 
100,000 on a car probably won’t 
fret, but most people want to save 
fuel and tax, while also doing 


their bit for the environment. 

Longer term, electric cars may be 
the answer, but the latest trend is 
towards plug-in hybrids. 

Better than a standard hybrid, 
these allow you to charge the 
batteries overnight or at the office 
during the day, so upfront travel 
costs are kept low. 

There are also conventional ‘eco’ 
cars, but these are not always cheap, 
so shop around and note that if you 
don’t cover enough miles to make 
fuel savings offset the car’s purchase 
price, conventional alternatives may 
be abetter bet. 

Don’t ignore petrol models either; 
concerns about harmful NOX (oxides 
of nitrogen) emissions from diesels, 
plus the higher price of the engines 
upfront should be compared 
with lively new turbo- 



THE ALL NEW 


THE LATEST ADDITION TO THE MG FAMILY 


FROM £ 

including: Tw& warranty 

FIND OUTMOREATMG.CO.UK/GS 


Fuel consumption: URBAN 36.6 - 37.6 mpg | 7.7 - 7.5 I/I00km, EXTRA URBAN 53.2 mpg | 5.3 I/I00km, COMBINED 45.5 - 46.3 mpg | 6.2 - 6.1 I/I00km, 

C02 EMISSIONS 139 - 141 g/km 

Model shown is MG GS Exclusive with Sunset Orange paint and black A-post decal at £19,989. *On the road price of £14,995 applies to the MG GS Explore with no optional extras. On the road (OTR) prices include VAT where 
applicable, vehicle fi rst registration fee, delivery, number plates and 12 months’ ‘Vehicle Excise Duty’. From prices exclude optional metallic paint, accessories and graphics packs. Fuel consumption values shown are based on offi 
cial EU test fi gures and are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not be representative of actual driving results. 

f Conditional Sale. 0% APR available on all MG GS models until 30 September 2016. A minimum deposit of 20% of the cash OTR price applies. Finance by MG Financial Services, a trading style of GMAC UK pic, PO Box 6666, Cardiff 
CFI5 7YT. Finance subject to status. Availability and terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be aged 18 or over. Offer available at participating dealers. Please see your local dealer or visit www.mg.co.uk/offers for details. 

Northgate trading as Northgate MG 


Northgate MG 

Northgate Canterbury KentCTI IFW 
01227 829930 www.northgate-group.co.uk 
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£159 £999 0% APR 

MONTHLY PAYMENT CUSTOMER DEPOSIT REPRESENTATIVE 


ALFA ROMEO SALES EVENT NOW ON. 

Style and performance are at the heart of Alfa Romeo. Experience this today in either the three door Alfa MiTo Progression at 

or the five door Alfa Giulietta at .Both at Book a test drive today. 

NORTHGATE CANTERBURY 1 WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT CT11YY. 

TEL: 01227 208660 WWW.NORTHGATE-GROUP.CO.UK 


meccarz/£xi c/e&e- e77ic>zlo7i£ 



SALES EVENT 

1 AUGUST-30 SEPTEMBER 


£199" £1,549 0%APR 

MONTHLY PAYMENT CUSTOMER DEPOSIT REPRESENTATIVE 



' V 

-ts 


Models shown are Alfa MiTo 875cc TB TwinAir 105 hp Progression including Alfa Red Special Paint at £475, OTR £14,535 & Alfa Giulietta 1.4 TB 120 hp at £19,225 OTR incl. Stromboli Grey Special Paint at £525. Range of official fuel consumption 
figures for the Alfa MiTo Progression & Alfa Giulietta range: Urban 29.7 - 64.2 mpg (9.5 - 4.4 l/100km); Extra Urban 54.3 - 97.4 mpg (5.2 - 2.9 l/100km); Combined 41.5 - 80.7 mpg (6.8 - 3.5 l/100km). C0 2 emissions 157 - 90 g/km. 
Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life driving conditions. Customer deposit is £999. optional Final Payment is £3,813. contract Term is 48 months. 

Promotion available on Alfa MiTo 875cc TB TwinAir 105 hp Progression including Alfa Red Special Paint at £475 between 1st August and 30th September 2016. Customer deposit is £1,549. Optional Final Payment is £5,823. Contract Term is 48 months. Promotion available on Alfa Giulietta 1.4 TB 120 hp at £19,225 OTR registered 
between 1st August and 30th September 2016. Alfa Deposit Contribution only available in conjunction with Alfa Romeo Preferenza PCP. With Alfa Romeo Preferenza you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for 
exceeding 6,000 miles per annum in these examples) and being in good condition. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Terms and Conditions apply. At participating Dealers only. We work with a number of creditors including Alfa Romeo Financial Services. Alfa Romeo Financial Services, PO BOX 4465, Slough, SL1ORW. 


AGE, TAKE A HIKE 


Legends don’t come much younger than the Jeep Renegade. But whilst 
Jeep are celebrating 75 years of 4x4 glory, the Renegade climbed its 
way to the top fast. Crowned 4x4 of the year 2016 by 4x4 magazine. 
Available with bronze styling and a choice of four colours including 
Jungle Green, the 75th anniversary edition also features My Sky®^^| 
open air roof, touchscreen infotainment & navigation system and 
over 60 safety features. Forget the cake, let’s hit the road. 


JEEP RENEGADE 75TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION 







' 4 i k 



fa 


% - 

Ml 


Jeep Deposit Contribution 


£175 £2,000 0% APR 





-g 


.Ufa_- 









Call us today to arrange a test drive: 

Northgate Canterbury, 1 Westminster Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 1YY. 
Tel: 01227 208660 www.northgate-group.co.uk 


Model shown is the Jeep Renegade 2.0 MultiJet II 140hp 4WD 75th Anniversary (Incl £700 Special Paint] at OTR £27.495. OFFICIAL FUEL CONSUMPTION FIGURES FOR JEEP RENEGADE RANGE MPG (L/100KM): EXTRA URBAN 
47.9 (5.9) - 70.6 (4.0), URBAN 32.5 (8.7) - 55.4 (5.1), COMBINED 40.9 (6.9) - 64.2 (4.4), COy EMISSIONS: 160 - 115 G/KM. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may not be representative of real-life 

driving conditions. ‘Customer deposit is £8,499. Jeep deposit is £2,000. Total deposit is £10,499. Optional Final Payment is £12,971. Contract Term is 24 months. Promotion available on new Renegade 75th Anniversary editions registered between 1st August and 30th September 2016. Jeep Deposit Contribution only available in conjunction 
with Jeep Horizon PCP. With Jeep Horizon you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 10,000 miles per annum in this example] and being in good condition. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may 
be required. Terms and Conditions apply. At participating Dealers only. Jeep Financial Services, PO BOX 4465, Slough, SL1 ORW. We work with a number of creditors including Jeep Financial Services. Jeep® is a registered trademark of FCA US LLC. 
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Put your bum on the seat first 


C AR buyers’ attitudes to 

booking a test drive range 
from obsession to 
indifference, but it is 
worthwhile before signing 
paperwork. 


Book early - New Reg is a busy time 
for dealers, so map out a test 
schedule, driving each candidate 
soon after another for more accurate 
comparisons. It helps that many 
dealers are grouped at 'motor city' 
sites like Broad Oak at Canter¬ 
bury, Ashford's Orbital Park 
and Dowding Way, 
Tunbridge Wells, allowing 
easy shuttling from one 
dealer to the next. 


Don't be hurried 

- insist on time to test 
the car in town traffic, 
on the motorway or a 
high speed road and on 
less well-maintained 
rural roads. 


What are you looking for? 

Experience of different road surfaces, 
highlighting seating and ride 
comfort issues, plus engine, wind, 
tyre and mechanical noise. And 
especially... 


PUT THEM TO THE TEST: the premium Lexus IS, capacious little Skoda 
Fabia Estate, classy Peugeot 308 SW (estate) 


Do you like the controls? It used to 
be easy to find your way around 
dashboards, but most carmakers are 
now going their own way in search 
of the best human interaction, but 
they actually don't suit everyone. 
Touchscreens for sounds and sat nav 
and electronic handbrakes are just 
two possible bugbears. 


- drivers and non-drivers. This can 
answer questions about comfort and 
visibility in the rear and, specifically, 
is there really room for three across 
the back seat, especially if one place 
has to take a strap-in child seat or 
booster? Also, can you lift shopping 
in and out of the boot easily or 
indeed, is there much of a boot? 


Is it the right spec? Try to get a test 
car as close to the one you are 
interested in, even if you have to wait 
a few days extra or go to another 
dealership. 

Make it a family outing - it can be 

a painful process of 'are we there 
yet?' proportions, but try to involve 
as many of the would-be car users 


Don't feel pressured - whether you 
have one or several candidates to 
check out. Always go away and 
weigh your thoughts; maybe leave 
the salesman with a reason to be 
cheerful by asking whether it would 
be OK to come back later for another 
test drive. If the reaction is not good 
then you've learned something there 
too! 



NISSAN JUKE ACENTA 

FROM£149 MTH 


NISSAN QASHQAI N-CONNECTA 

FROME229 MTH I £500 com^RimjfioN* 


NISSAN X-TRAIL n-tec 

FROM£249 MTH I £500 CON^RI^UTION' 


BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY 

MOTORLINE DARTFORD 555 Princes Road, Kent DA2 6HH 01322 280025 
MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE Bircholt Road, Kent ME15 9XY 01622 538538 
MOTORLINE MEDWAY High Street, Rochester ME1 1 HF 01634 648723 

MOTORLINE TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 01892 500700 










motorline-nissan.co.uk 


Qashqai Range: URBAN 37.2-67.3mpg (7.6-4.2L/100km), EXTRA URBAN 52.3-78.5mpg (5.4-3.6L/100km) f COMBINED 47.1-74.3mpg (6.0-3.8L/100km), CO 2 emissions 138-99g/km. 
Juke Range: URBAN 29.7-64.2mpg (9.5-4.4L/100km), EXTRA URBAN 46.3-74.3mpg (6.1-3.8L/100km), COMBINED 38.7-70.6mpg (7.3-4.0L/100km); CO 2 emissions 172-104g/km. X-Trail 
Range: URBAN 34.9-49.6mpg (8.1-5.7L/100km), EXTRA URBAN 51.4-62.8mpg (5.5-4.5L/100km), COMBINED 44.1-57.6mpg (6.4-4.9L/100km); CO 2 emissions 149-129g/km. 

Offer valid until 30 September 2016 at participating Dealers only and subject to vehicle availability. Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford WD171FJ. Subject to status. Guarantees and Indemnities may be required. You must be at 
least 18 and a UK resident (excluding the Isle of Man and Channel Islands). Terms and conditions apply, please visit www.nissan-offers.co.uk/termsandconditions or your local Dealer for full details. ‘NISSAN DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION OF £500 ON QASHQAI IS ONLY 
AVAILABLE WHEN TAKEN ON 0% APR PCP NISSAN FINANCE PRODUCT AND IS ONLY AVAILABLE ON THE Excludes Visia grade. +NISSAN DEPOSIT CONTRIBUTION OF £500 ON X-TRAIL IS ONLY AVAILABLE WHEN TAKEN ON 0% APR PCP NISSAN FINANCE PRODUCT AND 
IS ONLY AVAILABLE ON THE Excludes Visia grade. Model shown is Qashqai N-Connecta with additional metallic paint at £550 with DEPOSIT OF £5,632.75 FOLLOWED BY 36 PAYMENTS OF £229 AND OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT OF £9,433.25. Model shown is Juke 
Acenta with additional metallic paint at £550 with DEPOSIT OF £4,484.75 FOLLOWED BY 36 PAYMENTS OF £149 AND OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT OF £5,961.25. Model shown is X-Trail n-tec with additional metallic paint at £550 with DEPOSIT OF £6,930.00 FOLLOWED 
BY 36 PAYMENTS OF £249 AND OPTIONAL FINAL PAYMENT OF £11,931.00. Minimum Customer deposit of 25%. Our Dealership introduces Customers to a limited number of finance providers including RCI Financial Services Ltd. We may receive a commission from 
the finance provider for the introduction. Qashqai N-Connecta offer based on 10,000 miles pa, excess mileage 8p per mile. Juke Acenta offer based on 10,000 miles pa, excess mileage 8p per mile. X-Trail n-tec offer based on 10,000 miles pa, excess mileage 8p per 
mile. Offers not available in conjunction with any schemes or other offers. Vehicle price includes first registration fee and 12 months' road fund licence. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing, in accordance with 2004/3/EC and intended for comparisons 
between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. (Optional equipment, maintenance, driving behaviour, road and weather conditions may affect the official results.) Always drive carefully and attentively. Information correct at time of going to print. Model 
shots shown are for illustration purposes only. Nissan Motor (GB) Ltd, The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 9YS. 
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TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE 01233 653461 EMAIL: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is 
a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital 
is a 4 bed independent hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals 
have a reputation for providing excellent medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist 
Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art diagnostic equipment 
and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


Assistant Caterer 

Full time 37.5 hours per week 
Closing date 30/08/2016 
Salary: National Minimum Wage 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Food Hygiene certificate within the last 3 years 

• Mathematics and English (GCSE or equivalent) 
grade C or above 

• Experience of working in a kitchen environment 

• Outstanding communication and motivational 
skills 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange 
an informal visit, please contact: 

Debbie Young, Hotel Services Manager on 
01843 225544 extension 725-3511. 

For a job description and application 
form please visit 

www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 
Alternatively, please contact 
Jo Wright, Senior HR Advisor 
Telephone: 01304 222687 
E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Spencer jl 

I *♦.»» -.4» vV | Xf* 
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Westlands School 

Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1PF 
A member of Swale Academies Trust 

Secretary 

required as soon as possible 

37 hours per week, over 5 days, Term time plus 5 Staff Development Days 
and four weeks in the school holidays 

Swale Academies Trust Support Staff Pay Scheme Band 3 £15,101 -£16,799 
(Actual will be £13,983 -£ 15,556 pro rata) 

This successful secondary school is seeking an additional new member of 
staff to join its effective and dedicated team of administration staff. 

The successful applicant will be resilient, accurate, and well organised. 

They will have had experience of working in a busy school office and be able 
to respond to the ever changing needs of such an environment. 

An extensive and working knowledge of Microsoft Office packages is 
essential and experience of SIMS and Assessment Manager is desirable. 

The main responsibility of the role will be the administration of assessment and 
reporting for the school. Other duties will include secretarial support for one 
community within the school, answering the telephone, minute taking, 
and administration assistance where needed in order to provide support for 
staff, pupils, parents and others. The ability to work effectively as part of a team 
and demonstrate a professional approach at all times is required. 

Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to 
share this commitment. These posts are subject to an enhanced DBS check. 
Ofsted 2012 - Outstanding 

Recruitment packs including a person specification and job description are 
available from Westlands School or online (www.swaleacademiestrust.org.uk). 
Please note that we cannot accept CVs without an application form. 
Applicants should also include a covering letter detailing how they 
meet the person specification. 

Closing date:7 September 2016 (noon) 

Contact Details 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax:01795 479461 - Emailswa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 
Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA - Fleadteacher: Mr S Cox MA 



Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 
Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS 



Look local with 


JOBS UPDATED 
EVERY HOUR 



Broome Park Golf Club 

Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent, CT4 6QX 


have a vacancy for an 


OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 


Applications are invited for the above, full 
time post, at this busy Golf Club. 
Applicants must have proven office skills, 
knowledge of book keeping. 

Able to use MS Word, Excel, Outlook and 
SAGE 50 Accounts. 


The applicant needs to be well organized, 
accurate, able to learn quickly and 
demonstrate good interpersonal skills. 
Knowledge of the game of Golf will be 
an advantage. As this is a rural location, 
own transport is essntial. 
Applications in handwriting only, with full 
CV and salary expectations to: 


Mrs Del Burtenshaw, Broome Park 
Golf Club, Broome Park Estate, BARHAM, 
Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


/3CE y 


Ace Vehicle Deliveries Ltd are seeking 

Self employed collection and delivery drivers 

Regular work guaranteed, full training/insurance etc. 
given. 

Minimum age 25 years - clean driving license 

and excellent spoken English. 

e-mail ronaldmonjack@btinternet.com 


Mi 


Classic 

^ i 

Education 

ARE CURRENTLY RECRUITING FOR 

TEACHERS - TEACHING ASSISTANTS 
NURSERY NURSES & EXPERIENCED 
SCHOOL - OFFICE STAFF 

FOR LOCAL PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Daily Supply, Long Term and Permanent Posts Available 

CALL 01474 359333 or register your details at 

:*z* 


www.classic 
education.co.uk/apply 


agy : 


JOBS MATCHED 1 
TO YOUR CV 



CANTERBURY: ROCHESTER: 

17-18 SEPTEMBER 1-2 OCTOBER 


ASHFORD: FOLKESTONE: 

29-30 SEPTEMBER 9-10 NOVEMBER 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A 

PHLEBOTOMIST 


TWO DAY 
COURSE 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 
AWARD 

ACCREDITED QUALIFICATION 

ALLIED HEALTHCARE 
CAREER PATH 

SMALL CLASSES 


ortobook'online: www -geOpaCe.COm 

wmwmmm 

* 

&OOJMC t 

Training 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 
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Sport 

Boss delighted by 
cup trip to Spurs 

Justin Edinburgh returns to White Hart Lane with the Gills 



PROUD: Gillingham boss Justin Edinburgh 


Football 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


GILLINGHAM have received a glam¬ 
our draw in the third round of the EFL 
Cup after being paired with Premier 
League giants Tottenham Hotspur. 

Boss Justin Edinburgh won the 
then League Cup with Spurs in his 
playing days, and will be relishing a 
return to White Hart Lane next 
month for only the second meeting 
between the two clubs. 

The north London outfit won the 
only fixture to date, also in the 
League Cup, 4-2 at Priestfield in No¬ 
vember 1982. 

It comes after Edinburgh’s side 
sprung a surprise in the last round, 
beating Watford 2-1 at Vicarage Road 
after extra time, courtesy of goals 
from Mark Byrne and Bradley Dack 
after Odion Ighalo had put the top 
flight side ahead just before the hour 
mark. 

The Gills last reached this stage of 
the competition in 2005, and victory 
against Spurs will see them progress 
to the fourth round for the first time 
since 1996, when they lost at Ipswich 
Town having beaten then-Premier 
League side Coventry City in a replay 
at Highfield Road. 

Edinburgh said: “I’m delighted for 
the club and the players; it’s a great 
reward for a fantastic performance at 
Watford. 

“I’m sure this game will be even 
better for everybody involved with 
the club, from the chairman to the 
staff, the players and the fans, be¬ 
cause of the size, stature and history 
of Tottenham. 


“There was a bit of celebrating in 
the Edinburgh house when the draw 
was made, that’s for sure. 

“On a personal note, taking a club 
to White Hart Lane is something that 
I’ve wanted to do since I went into 
management. 

“A lot of hard work has gone in to 


getting there, and when the evening 
arrives [an unspecified date on the 
week commencing September 19], 
I’m sure it’ll be a fantastic occasion. 

“As a young manager, I’ve worked 
my way through the leagues, and you 
want to cause upsets when you get 
the opportunity.” 


Student aims to inspire from sidelines in Rio 


Basketball 


A STUDENT from Maidstone says he 
will be looking to use skills learnt at 
university to inspire Team GB to 
glory at the Paralympic Games in 
Rio. 

John Francis, 25, is studying 
sports science at the University of 
Worcester and will be in Brazil to 
assist the British wheelchair 
basketball team, using his expertise 
in performance analysis. 

Francis began his PhD Studentship 
in the Institute of Sport and Exercise 
Science in April 2014 after complet¬ 
ing a Master’s degree in Sports 
Coaching at the same university. 

His research involves close work 
with the British wheelchair basket¬ 
ball squads, which train at the 



RIO: John Francis (second left) 


University of Worcester Arena, and 
focuses on performance analysis. 
The former Maidstone Grammar 


School pupil, who moved to Worces¬ 
ter in 2009, said: “It is a great 
honour and privilege to be given the 
chance to transfer the skills I have 
learnt as a student as well as the 
research findings from my PhD into 
practice on the world’s largest 
sporting stage. 

“I hope my involvement with both 
the men’s and women’s British 
wheelchair basketball performance 
squads during the Rio Paralympic 
cycle has had a beneficial and 
contributing impact towards their 
continual medal achievements at the 
European Championships. 

“It is now time to transfer these 
skills to the world stage, unlocking 
opponents’ patterns and styles of 
play in order to find the marginal 
gains that will help the teams 
achieve their true playing potential.” 




HEROES: Team GB land at Heathrow 


Olympic stars touch 
down to great fanfare 


KENT’S triumphant Olympians 
touched down on British soil to great 
fanfare this week following the most 
successful Games in more than a 
century. 

Orpington sprinter Dina Asher- 
Smith, part of the women’s 4x100m 
relay bronze medal-winning quartet, 
said she hoped her success would 
inspire young people, while Chatham 
trampolinist Kat Driscoll told 


reporters: “It’s been incredible, they 
played the national anthem before 
we left - a really nice way to end it.” 

Sports minister and Chatham and 
Aylesford MP Tracey Crouch added: 
“The Herculean efforts of those 
performing in Rio, including local 
athletes from Kent and Medway, 
has made us all so proud and I’m 
sure will go on to inspire future 
generations.” 


World Cup hero 

ONE of the shining lights of Eng¬ 
land’s historic World Cup winning 
team in 1966 will help open a new 
sports changing pavilion in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells next month. 

Former right-back George Cohen 
and local MP and business secretary 
Greg Clark will open Langton Green 
CSA’s new £500,000 state-of-the-art 
facility next Saturday (September 3). 

The facility, made possible with a 


to open facility 

£384,500 grant from the Premier 
League & The FA Facilities Fund, 
comprises two team changing 
rooms, two officials’ changing 
rooms, a clubroom, kitchen facilities, 
storage equipment and spectator 
toilets. 

Cohen led the Tonbridge Angels to 
Kent Senior Cup glory as manager 
during the 1974-75 season and 
currently lives in Tunbridge Wells. 


Promising batsman to 
extend stay at county 


SEAN Dickson has pledged his long-term 
future to Kent by signing a contract 
extension at the club. 

The batsman, 24, achieved his career 
best score this season - 207 not out in the 
County Championship win at Derbyshire 
- and he averages 49.75 this season in 
red-ball cricket. 

The right-hander earned his first 
professional contract after impressing in 
the second XI last summer. 

He said: “I’ve really enjoyed my time at 
Kent so far and I had no hesitation in 
extending my contract here. 

“The club gave me a great opportunity 
and I’d like to think there’s more to come 
from me. 

“There’s a good bunch of guys in the 
dressing room and I’m confident we can 
win trophies together.” 

Head coach Jimmy Adams added: “Sean 
has settled into the squad nicely and if he 
continues to progress, I am sure it won’t be 
long before he becomes an established 
player for Kent.” 


DEAL: Sean Dickson 


i V i. »Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 
OPOlI dl JllS or can Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

Twitter @KentSport Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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THE 

MARLOWE 

THEATRE 
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TUE 27 SEP - SAT 1 OCT 

A beautifully crafted and charmingly English comedy. 

marlowetheatre.com (bkgfee) 01227 787787 cbkgfee) 
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